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For Immediate Release

PENG JIAN SOLO EXHIBITION AT POP-UP GALLERY: CONVENTIONAL PHYSIOGNOMY

Installation view of Conventional Physiognomy at Pop-up Gallery, Tianmuli, Hangzhou (Courtesy of the artist and Ora-Ora)

HONG KONG - June 4, 2022 Peng Jian's solo exhibition Conventional Physiognomy (curator: Fan Baiding, interior
designer: Shu Huai) will be held at Tianmuli Pop-up Gallery on June 4, 2022. This exhibition presents Peng Jian's
representative work series, including paintings, installations, and videos. It is a periodical review of the artist’s creative
career with his reflections and expectations about current artistic thinking.

Physiognomy judges people's inner nature through external appearance, and its theoretical basis originates from the
connection between natural order and individual life. In addition to assessing personality based on facial features, in
a more general sense, physiognomy also means seeing inner characteristics through appearances, seeing the essence
through phenomena. Since a long time, Peng Jian's art has shown a way of exploration in the form of observation.
Focusing on the everyday, he uses ordinary things in life as the medium to capture personal experience projected from
nature. With the help of the traditional Chinese painting method of using ruler to draw straight lines, together with
his subtle understanding of the language of brush and ink, Peng Jian attempts to reveal natural order and relation of
forms behind lines and colours, through his observation and challenge of the standard and the conventional.
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About Ora-Ora

Ora-Ora began in Hong Kong in 2006 and quickly established itself as a force and catalyst for innovation and openness
of expression. Academically rigorous and philosophically-minded, our artists embody a fresh spirit of curiosity and
enquiry. By interpreting and re-evaluating established frameworks of thought, they pursue unforeseen perspectives
on the world around us. Ora-Ora believes in the power of eschewing boundaries and limitations, and combines an
esteem for ancient traditions with a passion for the most contemporary and ground-breaking artistic media. Long
recognized for our successful development of Asian creative talent, we have grown to represent artists from Asia,
Europe and the US. Restlessly broadening our horizons, we continue to develop alliances and partnerships with
institutions worldwide to enable discovery of our artists in new environments.

Dr. Henrietta Tsui-Leung, co-founder of Ora-Ora, is also co-founder of the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association, which has
played a lead role in nurturing the diverse and thriving art ecosystem in the city.

About Peng Jian
Peng Jian was born in Yueyang, Hunan Province in 1982. He graduated with an MFA from the China Academy of Art at
Hangzhou in 2013, where he continues to reside.

Peng Jian harnesses the classical Chinese architectural style of jiehua to form grids and interlocking blocks of colour
and shape. A shift has emerged in recent years, where the angularity of Rubik’s cubes and books has yielded ground
to voluptuous objects including glass bottles, cogs, wheels and balls. Interested in glass blowing since 2006, Peng Jian
observes the crossroads between western and eastern perspectives: “the bottle in the painting, although it is not a
classic form, embodies the pureness and simplicity of contemporary art, while incorporating the refined atmosphere
of traditional Chinese Song painting.” Peng Jian is an artist who both recognizes debts to the past, and the impetus of
innovation and metamorphosis that the present brings. With that ethos in mind, he created his first NFT series, which
was presented at Art Basel Hong Kong 2021. He is now diversifying his practice to canvas, expanding his Harmony series
into this medium. This marks the beginning of a new chapter in his journey, one where “different materials present
different results.” In his own words, “Whether it be ink on paper or animation, the expression is paramount. I’'m always
willing to try more ways to express my ideas.”

Peng Jian’s works are collected by the Today Art Museum and the Liu Haisu Art Museum among other institutions.
Recent solo shows include “Hard Edge” (2020), “Harmony” (2019) at Ora-Ora, and “Ten Miles Away” (2017) at Hong
Kong’s Liang Yi Museum. He regularly forms part of Ora-Ora’s Art Basel Hong Kong exhibitions, including from 2016 to
2019 and in 2021.

Media Enquiries
Isaac Wong | Ora-Ora | isaac@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735
Odetti Tse | Ora-Ora | odetti@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735
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