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MAJOR SOLO SHOW AT ORA-ORA BY RENOWNED ARTIST FERNANDO BOTERO:
LIVING WITH BOTERO

Fernando Botero, Sunflowers (1977), Oil on canvas, 182 x 170 cm

HONG KONG — September 14, 2021 Ora-Ora is pleased to announce a landmark exhibition at its new Tai
Kwun gallery space, a blockbuster solo show by renowned Colombian artist Fernando Botero. Living with
Botero is Ora-Ora’s major autumn show, and will open October 6 — November 27. The gallery will be styled
as a recreation of the artist’s apartment in New York, allowing visitors the privilege of stepping into the
everyday life of Fernando Botero. The exhibition will present a way of life, a unique combination of passion,
serenity and community. It is an open invitation to everyone, one of immersion and interactivity, as
visitors enter the familiar surroundings of the artist at work. It will comprise paintings and drawings never-
before-seen in Hong Kong, most of which the artist lived with and counted among his personal favourites.

Highlights of the exhibition will include the artist’s dialogue with Vincent van Gogh, entitled Sunflowers
(oil on canvas, 1977) and his enormous 191cm x 127.5cm painting, Woman in the Bathroom (oil on
canvas, 2002). His unique, voluptuous interpretation of van Gogh’s legendary still life references Botero’s
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belief that “For an artist, the quality of the art you create, is a function of who you admire.” Woman in
the Bathroom is the artist at full throttle, the heady, vibrant colour palette, paired with the loving, tender
portrayal of size and volume. Its subject is both coy and red-blooded, both protagonist and startled
reactionary, a festival of wavy lines and curved vivacity. Here is a sense of mischief and life at its most
animated and ebullient, the painting turned up to a higher decibel than everyday life as we may know it.
This is one of many paintings on display which were previously hung in the artist’s home (Woman in the
Bathroom hung in his New York apartment); other examples include Snake (from Botero’s Bogota home,
oil on canvas, 1979).

Fernando Botero in his New York apartment with Woman in the Bathroom

Additionally, a range of Botero-themed collectibles have been designed specifically for this show, and will
be on sale at the gallery throughout the exhibition period. Running alongside will be a number of tailored
events, specially created by Ora-Ora in consultation with the artist and his family. More details to follow.

At 89 years old, Fernando Botero is one of the world’s most celebrated and influential artists. He has been
a major force in world art for several decades, with a unique style which has become known as boterismo.
Having first come to global attention in the 1950s, Botero has been a witness to major art movements but
quickly developed a signature style which is only his own. From apples to mandolins, from Verdi to Picasso,
bullfighting to Abu Ghraib, Botero's influences and inspirations are varied and resistant to classification.
And yet his passion for portraying truths about Colombia and South America show him to be an artist who
has never lost sight of his home, his roots and his essence. Perhaps this partly accounts for his great
popularity.
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This much anticipated solo show brings four decades of Botero’s work to Hong Kong, as Ora-Ora brings
this global phenomenon to a new audience. In so doing, Ora-Ora resumes the dialogue which was so
memorably established by the acclaimed China exhibitions at the National Museum of China in Beijing in
2015 and the China Art Museum of Shanghai in 2016. Although the pandemic has prevented the artist
from travelling to attend the exhibition, it has been a personal ambition of Fernando Botero to present
these works in Hong Kong, and he has spoken recently of the special place that Hong Kong has in his heart.

This exhibition brings visitors a new sense of intimacy with an artist who has never shied away from a
fight. It also seeks to bring calm in difficult times. Visitors are invited to call their own troubles, struggles
and obstacles to mind when they contemplate the exhibition. How to describe the life of this artistic
luminary who emerged from poverty in his beloved Colombia to occupy a global stage? A life of adventure
certainly. He spent two years at a bullfighting school, was once expelled from high school for his staunch
defence of Picasso, he protested injustices at times of war, and yet brought the bright warmth of South
America to the world. Those who seek satire, retribution and anger at the world's calumnies will find a
spirited fellow activist, and those who long for peace and tranquillity will find those havens in Botero.

Ora-Ora co-founder Henrietta Tsui-Leung invites you to come and see the show: “Fernando Botero’s wish
for us is that the people of Hong Kong will come to this exhibition and embrace the connection he feels
to this city. To see Botero’s art is a privilege, but Living with Botero is a privilege that everyone can be a
part of. It brings a message of hope, community and fellowship.”

The exhibition will open at Ora-Ora’s new premises in renowned Hong Kong arts and heritage hub, Tai
Kwun. This landmark redevelopment in the centre of Hong Kong dates from the 19th century and has
been at the heart of Hong Kong civic life since its inception. Its repurposing as a leading venue for the arts
and cultural life made it a compelling choice for Ora-Ora as it sought larger premises. Following Ora-Ora’s
current solo show by Chinese artist, Zhang Yanzi, entitled Where the Heart Is, Living with Botero will
showecase the flexibility of a space which will re-imagine Botero’s living quarters.

Living with Botero underscores the capabilities of Ora-Ora’s art advisory practice. With more than 15 years
of experience in artist management and development, Ora-Ora's extensive knowledge is regularly
deployed to benefit its clients, assisting and supporting both new and established collectors. To be an
effective advisor necessitates close and unrivalled access to master artists and collections, affording
visitors and clients new perspectives on the world of art. Ora-Ora’s status as one of the few galleries to
partner with Fernando Botero exemplifies the gallery’s close relationships and its restless quest to bring
the best, and most exciting artists to new audiences.

Living with Botero
Exhibition Period: 6 October — 27 November 2021
Location: Ora-Ora, Shop 105-107, Barrack Block, Tai Kwun, 10 Hollywood Road, Central, Hong Kong

Media Preview (RSVP Required)

Date: Tuesday 5 October 2021

Time: 10:30am

Location: Ora-Ora, Shop 105-107, Barrack Block, Tai Kwun, 10 Hollywood Road, Central, Hong Kong
RSVP: davidy@suttoncomms.com
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Media enquiries

David Yu | Sutton

Telephone: +852 2528 0792
Email: davidy@suttoncomms.com

END

About Ora-Ora

Ora-Ora began in Hong Kong in 2006 and quickly established itself as a force and catalyst for innovation
and openness of expression. Academically rigorous and philosophically-minded, our artists embody a
fresh spirit of curiosity and enquiry. By interpreting and re-evaluating established frameworks of thought,
they pursue unforeseen perspectives on the world around us. Ora-Ora believes in the power of eschewing
boundaries and limitations, and combines an esteem for ancient traditions with a passion for the most
contemporary and ground-breaking artistic media. Long recognized for our successful development of
Asian creative talent, we have grown to represent artists from Asia, Europe and the US. Restlessly
broadening our horizons, we continue to develop alliances and partnerships with institutions worldwide
to enable discovery of our artists in new environments.

Dr. Henrietta Tsui-Leung, co-founder of Ora-Ora, is also co-founder of the Hong Kong Art Gallery
Association, which has played a lead role in nurturing the diverse and thriving art ecosystem in the city.

About Fernando Botero

Fernando Botero was born in Medellin, Colombia in 1932. Globally renowned for his unique handling of
volume, shape and colour, Botero is an artist of both popularity and critical acclaim. Having spent two
years at a specialist school for matadors in Colombia as a child, Botero always maintained a fascination
for the sport, and for the theatre and traditions of his native land. Deriving broad and exuberant
inspiration from such diverse sources as clowns, the corrida and Piero De la Francesca, Botero has been a
major force in art since the 1950s. The artist first showed at the Guggenheim in New York in 1958, the
same year he provided illustrations for a novel by his friend, Gabriel Garcia Marquez. In 1963, the artist
presented his Mona Lisa, Age 12 at New York’s MoMA, a counterpoint to the Mona Lisa which was being
shown at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Later works were to draw on influences of Albrecht Diirer and
Edouard Manet among others. Attracted to forms and mass, yet with a passionate love for the sunshine,
history and contradictions of his homeland, Botero’s style of boterismo is unmistakeable. The artist now
divides his time between Paris, France, New York, and Tuscany. Botero was twice included in the Venice
Biennale, in 1958 and 1992. His works are in the collections of The Museum of Modern Art in New York,
the Art Institute of Chicago, and the museum dedicated to him, the Museo Botero in Bogota.

Gallery Contact
Odetti Tse | Ora-Ora | odetti@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735

Isaac Wong | Ora-Ora | isaac@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735
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