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For Immediate Release

GALERIE ORA-ORA PRESENTS ART SALON: QIN Al

Image: Qin Ai, The Gate of Wonder 4, 2018, Ink and colour on paper, 198 x 134 cm (image courtesy of Galerie Ora-Ora and the artist.)

HONG KONG - November 22, 2019 Ora-Ora is pleased to present Art Salon: Qin Ai at the
gallery from 12 December until 1 February, 2020. An important figure in the contemporary ink
movement, her work combines traditional Chinese painting techniques with compositions
inspired by Western art. Both contemporary and timeless, it is characterized by delicate
brushstrokes, saturated colour tones, and a refined use of space and perspective—elements
which give her works a sense of dreamlike unreality. Art Salon: Qin Ai presents a collection of
paintings from different stages of Qin’s life, each expressing her unique style and philosophy.
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Qin employs a variety of traditional Chinese painting techniques in her work, but favors the
staining technique of san fan jiu ran (“multiple layers”), expressed in The Mountain of Flourish
(2017), The Cloud of Rushing Water (2017) and The Water of Sky River (2017). These works also
exhibit three main themes commonly associated with Qin’s paintings: "time", "space" and
"emotion". Perhaps the most difficult element to capture, Qin uses static motion to present the
“flow of time” in her paintings, expressing the linearity of time as a frozen moment. Her
paintings do not offer a full narrative, no beginning or end, but only a moment in between. This
emphasis on momentary feeling reflects Qin’s personal motto: that it is important to “just

quietly be you”.

Qin’s approach to composition uses space to create multiple layers of meaning. A mixture of
one- and two-point perspective exploits the psychedelic nature of multiple spatial dimensions
to express the idea of parallel universes within her work. This encourages viewers to reexamine
the meaning of “real” and “fake” in everyday life, and also the notion of "virtual” and “actual"
in Chinese painting. She deftly blends elements of both Chinese and Western painting to
enforce these illusions, presenting her audience with a maze-like experience within a multi-
dimensional puzzle.

Perhaps the most striking feature of Qin’s paintings is her tendency to use animals—particularly
elk—as subjects, rather than people. Like her approach to space and perspective, these
creatures create a sense of whimsicality, and are synonymous with her desire to escape the
complications of real life. In the parallel universe of her paintings, they are often presented with
human-like qualities and their own thoughts and emotions. The Gate of Wonder 4 (2018), for
example, shows an elk and deer standing together under an arch, seemingly in deep
conversation about the crossroads of life. While the rest of the painting’s palette is dark; the
two figures are placed within a central source of light, mimicking an intersecting point within
the painting. Applying the eastern philosophy of harmony or “yin and yang”, even when
surrounded by darkness, Qin uses them to create an area of brightness—a symbol for hope in
dire situations.

Surrealist painter René Magritte (1898—-1967) once said that “everything we see hides another
thing; we always wish to see what is hidden by what we see." Qin’s work takes a similar
approach, and things are never presented as they are. Her paintings portray an ethereal
environment, where viewers can objectively experience emotion, free from the chaos, conflict
and confusion of daily life. In Qin’s words, when viewing her work one should “ignore external
criticism and succumb to your true self instead”, which affirms her belief that expressing one’s
inner thoughts through art is the best way to communicate.
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Image: Qin Ai, Stolen Scenery |, 2019, Ink and colour on paper, 79 x 95.1 cm (image courtesy of Galerie Ora-Ora and the artist.)

Image: Artist Qin Ai (image courtesy of Galerie Ora-Ora and the artist.)
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About Qin Ai

Qin Ai was born in Nantong City, Jiangsu Province in 1973. She graduated from the Fine Arts
Department of Nanjing Art College in 1996 with a major in Chinese Painting. With a delicate and
whimsical painting style, Qin often uses animals as the main characters within her work.
Choosing to combine both traditional Chinese painting techniques with Western art spatial
compositions, her paintings often create a strong contrast between reality and illusion, which
reflects the artist’s doubts and concerns about everyday life. Qin has exhibited internationally
including shows in Beijing, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Italy. She held her solo exhibition Close to
the Horizon in 2012, which toured three cities: Taipei, Beijing and Nanjing. In 2015, she was
featured in a duo exhibition at the Today Art Museum in Beijing. Her works have been collected
by museums, including Jiangsu Provincial Art Museum, and by private collections. Qin Ai
currently lives and works in Nanjing.
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Media Enquiries:
Odetti Tse | Galerie Ora-Ora | odetti@ora-ora.com | +852 2581 1171
Angela Ng | Galerie Ora-Ora | angela.ng@ora-ora.com | +852 2581 1171

About Galerie Ora-Ora

Ora-Ora began in Hong Kong in 2006, with globally-sourced artists who are thought-driven
innovators. Our artists interpret history and philosophy to bring new perspectives to our
modern world and the lively dialogues between east and west. Recognized for our support of
Asian contemporary art, we have grown to represent artists from Asia, Europe and the US
across a variety of media. Dr. Henrietta Tsui-Leung, co-founder of Ora-Ora, is also co-founder of
the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association, which builds connections and opportunities in the
growing Hong Kong art industry. The gallery continues to develop alliances and partnerships
with institutions globally to enable discovery of our artists in fresh environments. From our
base in Hong Kong, we travel regularly to meet our clients at global art fairs and our
international exhibitions.
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