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For Immediate Release

GALERIE ORA-ORA PRESENTS LIU QI’S SOLO EXHIBITION SANCTUARY

Image: Liu Qi, Tai-an, 2019, Ink and colour on paper, 180x200 cm (image courtesy of Galerie Ora-Ora and the artist.)

HONG KONG - October 10, 2019 Galerie Ora-Ora is pleased to present Sanctuary,
contemporary ink artist Liu Qi’s first show at the gallery. The opening reception will be held
from 6 pm to 8 pm on October 22 (Tuesday), and the show will be on view until November 16.

The exhibition name pays homage to Liu Qi’s studio name and also references the artist’s
fondness for traditional tea culture. Inspired by the Buddhist proverb “there is only one
sanctuary for me in this complicated world”, Liu believes that having one singular pursuit is the
best way to pursue one’s passion in life. Through this exhibition, visitors will gain a deeper
understanding of different figurative styles, as well as eastern aesthetics.

When constantly surrounded by a world of excess, it is easy to become misaligned with one’s
core values. Maintaining a singular focus may be difficult, but it is an ideology Liu attempts to
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express in his paintings. Instead of conforming to the glamourous and bold style of many
contemporary ink works, he employs cooler colours and tones. An advocate of minimalism, Liu
uses simplified lines to create figures and objects that offer viewers a moment of peaceful
contemplation.

His figures are often emotionless, with loosely defined faces, bodies and poses. Instead, the
artist focuses on stylistic accents, like the hairstyles and clothing of the figures. In the process,
he explores how figures have been represented over time and across different cultures. Wall
paintings, reliefs, and sculptures from various past civilisations, such as Ancient Egypt and Han
dynasty China, are all incorporated into Liu’s unique style, which transforms ancient concepts
and systems of figuration into a contemporary cultural icon by depicting scenes of
contemporary daily life through Chinese ink.

Image: Liu Qi, Leisurely, 2019, Ink and colour on paper, 180x200 cm (image courtesy of Galerie Ora-Ora and the artist.)

For example, in Leisurely (2019), a little girl is shown in profile, standing rigidly with her arms by
her sides, reminiscent of the treatment of figures on ancient wall reliefs and carvings. Rendered
with strong, clean lines and depicted with a blank facial expression, the focus is on her attire: a
billowing white shirt with colourful polka dots paired with a crisp bob haircut. Exuding a sense
of childlike pureness, the girl’s appearance and carefree demeanour express the sentiment of
leisure in the work’s title.
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Liu’s works also evoke the zen qualities of ‘quietness’, ‘control’ and ‘calmness’. He once said,
“Life is not tasteful until people use their passion to experience the hidden meaning within.
Painting is the same; it requires people to openly feel with their hearts.” His most recent work
Tai-an (2019) conveys these qualities through its depiction of Sen no Rikyd (1522-91), an
eminent figure in the tradition of wabi-cha—a style of Japanese tea ceremony that emphasises
simplicity and an appreciation for artless and spontaneous natural beauty. Like Rikyl, who
favoured simple teawares over the prestigious Tang dynasty ceramics that were treasured at
the time, Liu pursues beauty through his simple, minimal use of line and form. In the artist’s
mind, a painting is similar to a cup of tea. It may look simple to the eye, but the true meaning is
hidden within.

The expressiveness of Liu Qi’s work is demonstrated through his in-depth understanding and
deconstruction of figurative styles, which transforms an ancient language into one that is
decipherable in contemporary times. His works are profound and timeless due to the exclusion
of personal emotion, which allows viewers to enter the narrative and ‘live’ the painting
themselves. This experience is best explained by the Japanese idiom ichi-go ichi-e (‘one time,
one meeting’), a concept analogous with the phrase ‘once in a lifetime’ and also commonly
associated with Japanese tea culture. This is the same impression Liu brings to his paintings,
identifying the rarity of each moment in life and the importance of cherishing what is before
one’s own eyes.

About Liu Qi

Liu Qi was born in Boshan district in China in 1979. He first studied art education at Shandong
University of Arts and graduated in 2001. After his graduation, he participated in various group
exhibitions, including at Beijing Yanhuang Art Museum and also China Japan Korea International
Ink Exhibition (Tomaya). Liu returned to Shandong University of Arts and in 2005, obtained a
Master of Art in Chinese painting. His first publication "Wujing. Collection of Young
Contemporary Artists - Liu Qi" was published in 2010. In 2014, he held his first solo exhibition at
the Beehive Center for Contemporary Art (Beijing). Liu Qi now teaches Chinese painting at his
alma mater.

-END -
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Odetti Tse | Galerie Ora-Ora | odetti@ora-ora.com | +852 2581 1171
Angela Ng | Galerie Ora-Ora | angela.ng@ora-ora.com | +852 2581 1171

About Galerie Ora-Ora

Ora-Ora began in Hong Kong in 2006, with globally-sourced artists who are thought-driven
innovators. Our artists interpret history and philosophy to bring new perspectives to our
modern world and the lively dialogues between east and west. Recognized for our support of
Asian contemporary art, we have grown to represent artists from Asia, Europe and the US
across a variety of media. Dr. Henrietta Tsui-Leung, co-founder of Ora-Ora, is also co-founder of
the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association, which builds connections and opportunities in the
growing Hong Kong art industry. The gallery continues to develop alliances and partnerships
with institutions globally to enable discovery of our artists in fresh environments. From our
base in Hong Kong, we travel regularly to meet our clients at global art fairs and our
international exhibitions.
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