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GALERIE ORA-ORA PRESENTS JOHN FRANZEN’S SOLO EXHIBITION CONTINUUM

Image: John Franzen, Each Line One Breath - Sphere, 2017, Ink fineliner on paper, 80 x 80 cm
(image courtesy of Galerie Ora-Ora and the artist.)

HONG KONG — SEPTEMER 10, 2019 Galerie Ora-Ora is pleased to present John Franzen's Solo Exhibition
Continuum this September. The opening reception will be held from 6 pm to 8 pm on September 24
(Tuesday), and the show will be on view until October 12.

This exhibition focuses on the scientific aspects of Franzen’s works. Aptly titled Continuum, it examines
the spatial and temporal dimensions of the artist’s drawings. It presents art not only as a spiritual
exercise but also as an information conduit. Franzen’s drawings reflect how people have the ability to
affect the quality of time and space, postulating that humans are inseparable from the environment and
universe. By doing this, he is able to amplify, deepen and sharpen the viewer’s spatial orientation and
awareness about the world around them.

German artist John Franzen operates under a cosmology model, exploring the universe around him and
all that is constructed within it, which entails physics, philosophy and spirituality. This myriad and
interdisciplinary approach recalls the Renaissance objective of being eloquent at different subjects, from
an amalgam of mechanical arts like painting, to quadrivium subjects like geometry, music, astronomy,
arithmetic, and trivium skills including grammar, rhetoric and logic.
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Franzen’s series, “Each Line One Breath”, is an attempt to schematize and understand the relationship
between space and time. In the parlance of the art world, terms such as “relativity”, “spacetime”,
“gravitational waves” and “time dilation” are rarely used. However, these concepts are key to
appreciating Franzen’s art. His works reflect a ripened understanding and application of Albert Einstein’s

theories.

Albert Einstein had an annus mirabilis in 1905, as he realized that space and time were intimately
connected to each other. He believed that space and time are mixed together in a fabric called “space-
time”. The universe is made up of a space-time, where it is possible to map trajectories. At any moment,
we can be located in this spacetime using a “3+1” Theory. Three numbers describe the position,
including the galactic latitude, longitude, and distance from the center of the galaxy. The fourth number
is the time of the event. Thus, one can think of space and time together, as a four- dimensional entity,
called space-time.

“Each Line One Breath” is a legible categorization system that reflects the concept of space-time. This is
because it also shows how time can be used to measure space. In “Each Line One Breath”, Franzen
draws one line after the other in continual motion. Therefore, each line represents a time frame,
between fifteen to twenty seconds. The complete artwork, which consists of many repeated lines,
becomes a space which is a collection of many time frames. By using time to measure space, the artist
shows how the real world can be mapped through art.
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Image: John Franzen, Each Line one Breath, 2018, Ink fineliner on paper, 140 x 100 cm (image courtesy of Galerie Ora-Ora and the artist.)

|

|

‘hld\




ADJ'DLQraf 17/F, H Queen’s, 80 Queen’s Road Central, Central, Hong Kong
Tel: 2851-1171 Email: info@ora-ora.com

Vil FH eSS iy WWW.ora-ora.com

Every work from “Each Line One Breath” is individual. The artist’s biological reaction causes this, as
Franzen describes: “The fascination in this work is how the breath directly influences the materialization
of the line, and thereby the whole image.” Starting always with a straight line on the left side as basic
sequence, the line fluctuates through time and space caused by the artist being a human algorithm
instead of a machine. These fluctuations can be viewed as records of time dilation. Such comparisons of
Franzen’s work and Einstein’s theories are significant because they propagate an understanding of why
each drawing is unique. Furthermore, this emphasizes the artist’s pilgrimage to explore ideas of special
relativity and space-time through art.

Continuum captures how Franzen is crystallizing the incipient of using art to explain science. Art is
viewed as only representing abstract, intuitional and philosophical elements, whereas science purely has
connotations with rationality and cold procedures. The artist debunks these notions, as his drawings are
concerned with both aspects. His creative insights have some bearing on reality, reflecting how the
truthiness of the reality can be conveyed through art. By combining art and science, Franzen is able to
impact the viewer’s sensorium and perception of time and space.
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About John Franzen

John Franzen was born in Germany in 1981. During his teenage years, Franzen became determined to
become an artist, but it was his studies at Robert Schumann Technical Institute in Belgium where art
took a primary role in his life. In 2008, he graduated with a BFA from Maastricht Academy of Fine Arts in
Netherlands, where he continues to work and live. Franzen has participated in various exhibitions in
Europe with shows in France, Belgium, Germany and the UK. He has also exhibited internationally at art
fairs, including Art Central, Hong Kong (2017), Art Paris (2018) and Draw — Saatchi Gallery, London
(2019). In 2016, he received the first place for the “International Emerging Artist Award” in Dubai.

Media Enquiries:
Odetti Tse | Galerie Ora-Ora | odetti@ora-ora.com | +852 2581 1171
Selway Au-Yeung | Galerie Ora-Ora | selway@ora-ora.com | +852 2581 1171

About Galerie Ora-Ora

Ora-Ora began in Hong Kong in 2006, with globally-sourced artists who are thought-driven innovators.
Our artists interpret history and philosophy to bring new perspectives to our modern world and the
lively dialogues between east and west. Recognized for our support of Asian contemporary art, we have
grown to represent artists from Asia, Europe and the US across a variety of media. Dr. Henrietta Tsui-
Leung, co-founder of Ora-Ora, is also co-founder of the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association, which builds
connections and opportunities in the growing Hong Kong art industry. The gallery continues to develop
alliances and partnerships with institutions globally to enable discovery of our artists in fresh
environments. From our base in Hong Kong, we travel regularly to meet our clients at global art fairs and
our international exhibitions.
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HEEE (Odetti Tse ) | AHZERT | odetti@ora-ora.com | +852 2581 1171

EXB5 712 (Selway Au-Yeung) | 77 A 3247 | selway@ora-ora.com | +852 2581 1171
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