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For Immediate Release

GALERIE ORA-ORA PRESENTS XU HONGFEI'S SOLO EXHIBITION
ABSOLUTE

Image: Xu Hongfei, Joyful on a Horse ,2014, Bronze, 62x29x52cm (image courtesy of Galerie Ora-Ora and the artist.)

HONG KONG - AUGUST 9, 2019 Galerie Ora-Ora is pleased to present our first Ora-Ora
Masters show: Absolute — Xu Hongfei Solo Exhibition. The opening reception will be held
from 6 pm to 8 pm on August 27 (Tuesday), and the show will be on view until September
13.

Absolute reflects how Xu Hongfei uses the sculptural body to comment on social and
aesthetic concerns. This exhibition uses art philosophy to present new ways of
understanding his Chubby Women sculptures. This interdisciplinary approach emphasises
how Xu's artworks are elaborately clothed in inference and meaning, making them
culturally significant. By challenging the canons of beauty, Xu elicits a discussion regarding
the aesthetics of the female form.

The German philosopher Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831) is regarded as the
source of modern aesthetics. Hegel argued that “aesthetics is the spiritual manifestation of
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ideas”. This is the essence behind his “absolute idealism”, which provides a basis for
understanding modern art. Hegel's “absolute idealism" reflects how art is a portrait of the
human mind and the embodiment of the flow of consciousness. It expresses in a sensory
form an artist’'s fundamental beliefs about society and himself. This requires a unity of
rational expression and sensibility. Only by doing so can an artist fully reflect his soul within
his creation.

Born in 1963, renowned Chinese artist Xu Hongfei has also been influenced by Hegel's
“absolute idealism”. The Chubby Women sculptures mirror this principle because they
reflect Xu's ideas in an aesthetic form. These sculptures do not depict a real overweight
woman, but they are actually works of art produced through spiritualisation. Even though
many of the works in this exhibition are nude, they do not have an uncomfortable tone.
This is because they represent an ideology, concept, judgement and intellectual thought.
This walks more or less deliberately in line with the Neo-Kantian view, which suggests how
“the aesthetic world can be constituted only by separating form and desire”.

For Xu, mediation is essential. His agency finds expression through his artworks, reflecting
his beliefs about himself. Xu once expressed that an artist should stay true to himself and
create art that frees the soul. Joyful on a Horse (2014) is an example of this, as it is an
absolute internalisation in the form of conscious and free personality. Instead of leaning
toward emotional restraint and coolness, the chubby woman riding the horse is energetic.
Her arms are stretched outwards and her head is thrown backwards. Similarly, Pizzicato
Trio (2017) also conveys human passion and feelings through gesture. The three chubby
women are playing instruments with sincere and cheerful expressions. By creating artworks
that free the soul, Xu's sculptures appeal to people of different cultures and backgrounds.

Xu's latest artwork and the highlight of the exhibition, Absolute (2019) depicts a chubby
woman compressed into a round form. It reflects a breakthrough in Xu'’s thinking because
it is more abstract and symbolic than his previous works. Despite this, the sculpture still
retains the spirituality of the chubby figure. Absolute (2019) does not aim for naturalism in
proportion or shape. Instead, it is a mesmerising cypher of how the artist believes beauty
comes in different shapes and sizes. This fleshy representation of the female form can be
found in Western art history. European masters like Titian, William Etty, Jean-Auguste-
Dominique Ingres often portrayed the female form as plump or curvaceous. Like
Boisserees, Xu finds meaning in past Western art that is relevant to the present. By doing
so and creating sculptures like Absolute (2019), he is able to broaden the Chinese vision of
beauty.
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Image: Xu Hongfei, Absolute, 2019, Bronze, 45 x 45 x 90 cm (image courtesy of Galerie Ora-Ora and the artist.)

About Xu Hongfei

Xu Hongfei was born in Yangjiang City, Guangdong Province, China in 1963. He graduated
from the sculpture department of the Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts in 1990 and is
currently the Dean of the Guangzhou Sculpture Institute. Since 1999, he has created the
Chubby Women sculptures, depicting them in various perspectives and different mediums.

His works explore the ingenious union of clumsiness in wisdom, dexterity in heaviness,
form sense and human resonance through the sharp contrast between heavy bodies and
light-hearted souls. His works also relieve people's souls from stress with inspiring tension
stimulated from exaggerated but precise unique shapes.

The Chubby Women sculptures have been well-received since the beginning. Since 2013,
Xu has been promoting his Chubby Women series, eliminating barriers of language and
social standards, to countries all around the world. The Chubby Women act as friendly
ambassadors of the East, landing at iconic landmarks such as The Louvre (Paris, France),
The Forbidden City (Beijing, China), Sydney Opera House (Sydney, Australia) and by the
River Thames (London, UK), building a platform and opportunities for cultural exchange.
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In 2019, Xu held solo exhibitions at the Repin Academy of Fine Arts in Russia and Kobe,
Japan. His works have also been featured in many other domestic and overseas museums
and private collections, including the National Art Museum of China, Guangdong Art
Museum, Jiangsu Art Museum, Zhejiang Art Museum, the Guangzhou Art Museum, Hong
Kong Arts Centre, Sydney City Hall, City Council of Montepulciano, City Council of Turin,
City Council of Milan, Istanbul City Council , Trent Park Equestrian Center, Expo Milano
2015, Liu Haisu Art Museum, Cusco Municipality, Peru Hamburg City Hall, Hamburg
International Maritime Museum, etc.
- END -

Media Enquiries:
Odetti Tse | Galerie Ora-Ora | odetti@ora-ora.com | +852 2581 1171
Selway Au-Yeung | Galerie Ora-Ora | selway@ora-ora.com | +852 2581 1171

About Galerie Ora-Ora

Ora-Ora began in Hong Kong in 2006, with globally-sourced artists who are thought-
driven innovators. Our artists interpret history and philosophy to bring new perspectives to
our modern world and the lively dialogues between east and west. Recognized for our
support of Asian contemporary art, we have grown to represent artists from Asia, Europe
and the US across a variety of media. Dr. Henrietta Tsui-Leung, co-founder of Ora-Ora, is
also co-founder of the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association, which builds connections and
opportunities in the growing Hong Kong art industry. The gallery continues to develop
alliances and partnerships with institutions globally to enable discovery of our artists in
fresh environments. From our base in Hong Kong, we travel regularly to meet our clients at
global art fairs and our international exhibitions.
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HigEN:
HFEE (Odetti Tse ) | 7THZEHRT | odetti@ora-ora.com | +852 2581 1171
EXF5 T & (Selway Au-Yeung) | 77 EHZEHT | selway@ora-ora.com | +852 2581 1171
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FTTHEMNRK 2006 FHRHFEEE LT (Dr. Henrietta Tsui-Leung) BRI, ZMEDR
TRESKRZMEAFBENENR ., BINERNRRAAARELHEE, EEFEL
TREOEE, ARRERTREZHRENBECHEEEE. RMEEMNERENNE
BEXFHEZEARY, BSEMBERERBEN. BUNMEREFEAARBEENHNER
K. ME1®, Henrietta BB SR T EAERMBE. AEEAEMTENRERRET, ZiH
SLMRLHENUBHET T EETHNBENHE., FRENEES N BSRMNEIER
SEHBEMBYSEREZR SREAREBINENR., THENHEERE, ERottF,
HMESHEEZEBMENBEESREE AUASMNEFREEEEEENSENRS.



