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Left: Erik Jeor, No.7, 2012, 152 x 134 cm, Watercolour on paper. Right: Will Clift, Enclosing Form, Reaching Together, 2016,
101.6 x 106.7 x 5¢cm, Hardwood, carbon fiber comosite. Both images courtesy of the artists and Galerie Ora-Ora.
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Galerie Ora-Ora is proud to present Nature Speaks. As nature speaks to people in its own unique language
of colours, forms, sounds and landscapes, people connect with nature with our individual philosophical
mindfulness, cultural traditions, and personal sensibility. It is this universality of nature that makes it one of
the most dynamic inspirations for past and present artists across all continents to express, explore, and
experiment. Both Eastern and Western artists have been capturing nature’s beauty of colour, its shifting
light, the inconceivable elegance of its forms and the unpredictable complexion of its landscapes.

At Nature Speaks, Galerie Ora-Ora hopes to curate a group exhibition of artists from very different
backgrounds, yet all drawing their inspiration from the expressive qualities that nature holds. Nature
becomes the stage for deeper philosophical themes.

This exhibition shall mark Swedish artist Erik Jeor’s Asia debut. Working primarily with watercolour on paper,
Jeor creates a new topography, a psychological landscape that often appears fantastic and erratic, even
musical. As a child, Jeor played the flute and the cello, taught in the Suzuki method, built on hearing
exercises rather than reading notes. To this day, the artist sees this method of learning music as being
instrumental in his technique of painting.

Juxtaposing to Erik Jeor's whimsical topographies is a mix media video artwork by the well-acclaimed Hong
Kong artist Kum Chi Keung. Fusing moving images of modern mechanics with traditional landscapes, Kum
expresses his ideology of human evolution, being able to trespass the dependency of urban technology and
reconnect with nature.

Another highlight is American sculptor Will Clift. Clift’s sculptures are often described as “drawings in space”.
Converting weight and strength into balance and poise, they translate an intuitive, emotional response, a
respite from the hectic pace of the world.

Selected artworks for this exhibition not only re-invent nature’s beauty in the artist's own language, but often
awaken our conscience that humans and nature are all one. Now embedded in the 21st century, the
opportunity for a western and eastern dialogue on nature has never had more potential for fruitful exchange.
The noise of this timely conversation, this dialogue of east and west, of art and nature, is what our title of
Nature Speaks celebrates.
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Kum Chi Keung, Looking for Flight, 2018, 30 x 20 x 20cm, Mix media, video.
Image courtesy of the artists and Galerie Ola Ola
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About Erik Jeor

Born in 1974, Erik Jeor graduated with an MFA from the Royal Institute of Art in Stockholm. Jeor is
represented in the collections of museums including Moderna Museet, Malmd Konstmuseumand and has
completed public artwork for Karolinska Institutet. Working primarily with watercolour, the artist brings a
psychological landscape with him, a scarred hinterland, with a mindset of communality. Jeor often has our
globally shared disasters as he starts a new work: “Catastrophic events are part of me still. There are words
like landslide, dirty water, bathing in oil, mould, these natural disasters find a way into my work.”
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About Will Clift

Will Clift was born in and grew up in the high altitude desert of Santa Fe, USA in 1978. He graduated from
Stanford University in 2003 with a degree in Business and Engineering, while art and sculpting remained a
constant force throughout his life. His sculptures carry the hot breath of the desert: “There is not enough
water... everything is skeletal. Plants and animals are stripped down to their core form.” Contemplating Will
Clift's work brings a state of restful tranquillity, a deliberate intent of the artist. Including large outdoor
commissioned creations, Clift's sculptures have been collected internationally across the U.S., Australia,
Taiwan, and Hong Kong.

About Kum Chi Keung

Well-known for his sculptural bird cage installation series, Kum Chi Keung explores social, cultural and
environmental issues in his artworks. Born in Hong Kong in 1965 and received his Certificate in Fine Arts at
First Institute of Arts and Design Hong Kong in 1991, Kum held his first solo exhibition Once Upon A Time at
the Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre in 1993. Since then, Kum has participated in numerous important
exhibitions and biennales in the United States, Germany, Korea and Hong Kong. His works have been
collected by Hong Kong Museum of Art, Hong Kong Heritage Museum, Shanghai Museum, Opposite House
in Beijing, K11 Art Mall, Bank of China, Deutsche Bank, Louis Vuitton and Christian Dior and many more.

About Stephen Wong Chun Hei

Born in 1986, Stephen Wong earned his B.A. in Fine Arts from The Chinese University of Hong Kong in 2008.
In his early years, he demonstrated an interest in the relationship between human, nature and virtual reality.
Upon graduation, Wong held various solo exhibitions including From a Distance (2011), and Step Back to
Nature (2014) at Galerie Ora-Ora. Wong has also participated in numerous group exhibitions
including Reundefined (2013), The Mountain Speaks (2015) and These Painter’s Painters (2018).

About Halley Cheng

Halley Cheng was born in 1986 and graduated with a B.A. in Fine Arts from The Chinese University of Hong
Kong in 2008. He obtained his M.A. in Visual Arts, Studio and Extended Media from the Hong Kong Baptist
University four years later. During his professional career, Cheng has exhibited his works internationally in
shows and fairs including Art Asia Miami (2011), Artl5 London (2015), Art Basel Hong Kong (2017). Cheng
has won numerous awards including the “Hong Kong Young Artist 2012 Grand Prize” at the age of 26. His
works have been collected by important collectors such as The Philippe Charriol Foundation, Bank of China
and held auction records from Sotheby's.

About Huang Dan

Huang Dan graduated with a B.A. and a M.A. from the Department of Traditional Chinese Painting at the
Central Academy of Fine Arts. Marking her official debut into the art world, her first solo exhibition was the
Scent of a Woman in Seoul in 2006. Since then she has participated in exhibitions in China and Hong Kong
(Devotion to Ink at the Maritime Museum, 2014) and has been part of group shows at Galerie Ora-Ora,
including curated booths at Art Basel in Hong Kong since 2016.
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GALLERY HOURS Bl fs

Mon — Fri 2#f—%71: 10:00 — 19:00

Sat EHf75: 11:00 — 19:00

Sundays and Public Holidays by appointment only
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