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Galerie Ora-Ora proudly presents
“Monkey” — Huang Yongyu’s Zodiac Series and “Bing Shen Year” Stamps

(Hong Kong — 11 February 2016)

To celebrate the Year of the Monkey, Galerie Ora-Ora proudly presents the latest sculpture of the Animal
Zodiac Series — “Monkey” from internationally acclaimed Chinese painting master Huang Yongyu. Since 2008,
his Animal Zodiac Series has been greatly sought after by collectors and auction houses alike. Owing to
Huang’s creative imagination and skilful carving method, “Monkey” demonstrates a vivid scene of three

monkeys sitting side by side, capturing the essence of the subject and its reflection of beauty in nature.

Monkey, Bronze, 46 x 25.5 x 27cm, 2016

Since ancient times, Monkey is often portrayed as smart and energetic in Chinese literature and artworks.
Introducing the ninth sculpture — “Monkey” to his Animal Zodiac Series, Huang applies his skilled technique on
bronze and attains a harmonious coexistence of the finely carved monkeys with the tough, rigid medium. The
inspiration of Huang’s “Monkey” derives from the famous moral of the “Three Wise Monkeys”. Instead of
visualising - “Look not at what is contrary to propriety; listen not to what is contrary to propriety; speak not what
is contrary to propriety”, Huang reinterprets the proverb in a humorous manner. Three courageous monkeys

are aligned with each of them exaggerating the actions of “looking, listening and speaking” respectively,
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expressing the willingness to listen and accept different ideologies, as well as the ability to speak out one’s

mind.

Bing Shen Year Stamps

Apart from being an artist, Huang is also the father of China’s first set of Lunar New Year stamps, titled “Geng
Shen Year”, which was issued in 1980. It is regarded as one of the most sought after contemporary collectible
stamps in China and has grown more than fifteen-fold for the past thirty-six years. As for this year, Huang has
designed another set of commemorative stamps, titled “Bing Shen Year”, which marks the first stamp of the
fourth series of China’s Zodiac Stamp Collection. “Bing Shen Year” gained immense popularity in the art

market and was quickly sold out in local post offices.
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Vibrant and alive, the finely printed “Bing Shen Year” stamp consists of two designs: the first depicts a monkey
holding on to a vine, swinging with a peach in its hand, a symbol of joy and longevity; the second stamp depicts
a female monkey with a baby on each arm, a symbol of prosperity and reunion, and also marks an end to the
country’s one-child policy. In addition to “Bing Shen Year” stamp, China Post issued a special First Day Cover,
featuring renowned sculptor Xu Hongfei’s latest creation, “Newton’s Apple”. Amusing and dynamic, Xu is able
to capture the essence and expression of the monkey, resonating perfectly with Huang’s “Bing Shen Year”

stamps.

From “Happy Rat” (first sculpture of the Animal Zodiac Series) to “Monkey”, Huang never ceases to amaze his
audiences with his creativity and sense of humour. Although he is already in his 90s, his “forever young”
mentality and optimism towards the new era still shines through his artworks. By incorporating China’s
profound historical culture with personal artistic language, “Monkey” (limited to 1000 editions) and “Bing Shen
Year” stamps are equally collectible as well as a perfect mascot for families and friends, welcoming the New

Year with joy and blessings.
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About Galerie Ora-Ora

Galerie Ora-Ora is a research-based Asian contemporary fine art gallery specializing in Contemporary Ink,
sculptures, and the discovery of emerging talents. Based in Hong Kong, they are an international platform for
talents in Asia. They believe art should transcend times, and Ora-Ora or ‘from era to era’ embodies that

mission.

Ora-Ora has been a dedicated sponsor of Chinese Contemporary Ink since the art form’s early developments.
They are blessed to be representing a number of these key prodigies within their network of corporate and
private collectors. Through their extensive participation at art events across Asia and internationally, Ora-Ora

has earned a reputation of being extremely passionate about its art’s quality and timelessness.

Henrietta Tsui-Leung, Ora-Ora’s co-founder, has been focused on contributing to the local art scene for over a
decade via sponsoring cultural initiatives and charity events. With an aim to create a strong and vibrant art

community, she also co-founded the HK Art Gallery Association.

Media enquiries, please contact:
Ms. Odetti Tse
Tel: +852 2851 1171

Email: odetti@ora-ora.com

Ms. Stephenie Tsoi
Tel: +852 2851 1171

Email: stephenie@ora-ora.com
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HUANG YONGYU

Internationally acclaimed Chinese painting master Huang Yongyu is known for his woodblock prints, ink
paintings and literary works. A multi-talented man, Huang has published poems, essays, novels, screenplays
and photo albums. Born in 1924 in Fenghuang, Hunan Province, Huang never went to a regular art school but
he had talent and worked hard. He studied art and literature by himself and learnt from friends, society and life.

Perhaps this is why he shows such initiative and vitality in his works without any set pattern.

Since the 1970s, Huang has produced an abundance of coloured ink paintings depicting landscapes, flowers
and birds using freehand techniques. There are also human figures and scenes with humorous messages or
historical allusions. His fresh themes, bold strokes and dripping colours combine to make an original style in
contemporary Chinese painting; while his unique style of using traditional Chinese painting techniques helped

contribute to his fame. His caricatures and canvas paintings are also recognised for their brilliance.

Plum blossoms and water lilies are two major subjects of Huang's work and he has made up to 8,000 images
depicting water lilies. Besides paintbrushes, Huang also uses branches, his fingers and dry pulp as painting
tools. He paints with amazing speed and confidence. His folk works are particularly popular in other countries.
He has held exhibitions in France, Germany, Italy, Norway, Australia, China, Hong Kong, Japan and Southeast
Asia. He was granted the highest honour award "Commander of the Order” in Italy, confirming his status
overseas. On August 24, 2008, he was granted the "Olympic Art Award" by the International Olympic

Committee to acknowledge his contribution to arts and cultural development.

Compared to his illustrations and ink painting, Huang had a late start in sculpture. He believes sculpture is
completely different from literature and art, and he sees bronze casting as another kind of enjoyment. Huang
has created numerous large outdoor sculptures depicting women and animals, creating sculptures that are

lively, humorous and unique.
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