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For immediate release
15 October, 2013
Galerie Ora-Ora proudly presents
“Rediscovering Shui Mo” Series featuring
"Determination”- Nina Pryde's Solo Exhibition

(Hong Kong — 15 October 2013) Committed to pursuing the depth and philosophy of shui mo (“water-ink”),
Galerie Ora-Ora has been dedicated to the development of ink since the very beginning. Riding on the
undeniable trend of contemporary ink, auction records have reached new heights each season, creating great
recognition and success for many artists. While the current contemporary ink market has been dominated by
the work of masters and contemporaries, a period of ink featuring artists born subsequent to the Second World
War have been notably under-discovered. Launching a new series “Rediscovering Shui Mo”, Galerie Ora-Ora
is excited to present a compilation of exhibitions featuring this intermediate generation of ink artists.
Consequent to early ink masters like Lui Shou-kwan, these “hidden gems” play a fundamental role to the
development and history of shui mo. Ora-Ora will inaugurate this series with the paintings of local Hong Kong
artist Nina Pryde. Titled “Determination”, this exhibition seeks to bring the ancient culture of shan shui

(“landscape”) painting to contemporary light.

Pleasure of Nature (a set of 6), Ink, mixed media and collage on canvas, 183 x 61 each, 2011

The early years following the Second World War was an untimely period for local talent. Among the renowned
Hong Kong artists that surfaced during this era, only a select few were able to achieve success at an early
stage. Born and raised in post war Hong Kong, Nina Pryde faced the aftermath of the war head on. Burdened

with the responsibility of supporting her large family at a young age, Nina faced the obstacles of a child factory
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worker by day, and a student by night. After many years of hard work, her earlier misfortunes were rewarded as
she now has her own family and runs a successful business with her husband. While this undoubtedly delayed
her professional career as an artist, her determination, diligence and passion for art never faded. In 2004,
Nina’s artwork caught the attention of contemporary ink master Wucius Wong. Honoured with the opportunity
as one of Wong’s esteemed protégés, under Wong'’s guidance and encouragement, Nina began her pursuit of
the theories and traditions of Chinese ink painting, while developing her own technical interpretation of

contemporary shan shui.

Trained as a multidisciplinary artist, Nina’s devotion to shui mo escalated while studying under her mentor
Wucius Wong. Fascinated by the sense of grandeur of shan shui painting, Wong describes, “Nina is attracted
to the traditional Chinese painting of landscape, in particular the grand atmosphere created. Her bold
brushstrokes sweep across a large Xuan paper in an imposing manner. She likes the movement of a writing
brush filled with feelings and the smooth, gradual flow of ink”. Echoing this spirit of shan shui, Nina’s
confidence in brushstrokes and utlization of blank space, a contrast between light and dark, further enhances

the gi and liveliness within her landscapes.

Mastering Wong’s surrealistic technique of geometrically mapping out his compositions, Nina also blurs the
boundaries between reality and fantasy within her paintings. Known himself for blending the traditions of
Chinese ink with the aesthetics of Western art, it was also Wong who encouraged Nina to continue her
experimentation with collage. Nina as an avid traveler and photographer, Wong describes, “With a disposition
to art, Nina often accompanies her husband on travels. She has visited the five continents. The landscapes,
famous scenic spots, museums and art galleries broaden her horizons”. Inspired by her rich life experiences,
Nina’s latest shan shui paintings also incorporate the collage of photographs. Seamlessly integrating the two
mediums together, Wong comments, “Nina’s recent works also use collages. Photos of people or things are
pasted in the semi-abstract landscape to achieve seamless integration with drawing techniques. The painting
appears to be both illusory and authentic, with both vague and real elements embodied to make it more
alluring”. A reflection of her character, Nina’s observant nature and attention to detail is what separates her

from her peers, as she includes intricate details in her paintings, speaking to audiences at an intimate level.

Opening Night
Date: 29 October 2013 (Tuesday)

Time: 6pm - 8pm

Exhibition Details
Exhibition period: 21 October - 13 November 2013

Venue: Galerie Ora-Ora, G/F, 7 Shin Hing Street, Central, Hong Kong
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About Galerie Ora-Ora

Galerie Ora-Ora is an Asian Contemporary fine art gallery specializing in sculptures, Fresh Ink works and the
discovery of emerging talents. Privileged with exclusive representation of artists from Europe, America and the
Pan-Asia Pacific region, we strive to share high quality artworks with art lovers for appreciation, investment and
collection. Galerie Ora-Ora represents many internationally renowned artists, such as Huang Yongyu, Xu
Hongfei, Man Fung-yi, Kum Chi-Keung, Halley Cheng, Hao Liang, plus many emerging New Ink talents. Based
in Hong Kong, we are also an international platform for local artistic talents. With Ora-Ora meaning “from one
era to another” or “eternity”, we believe that good quality art survives through generations. We believe that art

has no frontiers and should be experienced by anyone in the world.

Art is a lifestyle.

About Nina Pryde

Nina Pryde was born in Hong Kong and she has practiced in various techniques and mediums for more than 30
years, including traditional and modern ink painting, calligraphy, prints, oil, acrylic, water colours, sculpting and
ceramics. In 2007, Nina was awarded a Master’s Degree in Fine Arts by the Royal Melbourne Institute of

Technology.

One of our creative concepts behind Nina Pryde’s painting is to present new forms of artistic expression with the
adaptation of traditional techniques. She has married history, architecture, and calligraphy with collage. Her
pieces are technically distinctive. In her landscapes and three-dimensional works, one can see how traditional
Chinese painting techniques and contemporary aesthetics beautifully blend together. Nina's Ink Painting has
been recognized with numerous awards including RMIT Outstanding Students Award in 2007, selection for
exhibition in the 2009 Hong Kong Contemporary Art Biennial Awards and 2013 Hong Kong Contemporary Art
Awards Finalist. Her work has been exhibited both internationally and in Hong Kong and is in the collections of
the Museum and Art Gallery of the University of Hong Kong, the Landmark Mandarin Oriental Hotel, Hong Kong

as well as private organizations and art collectors.

Nina is the honorary chairperson of the Hong Kong Ink Painting Society.

Awards:

2013 Hong Kong Contemporary Art Awards (Finalist)

2009 Hong Kong Contemporary Art Biennial Awards (Finalist)

2007 Outstanding Student Award- Master of Fine Arts (Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology)
2006 Philippe Charriol Foundation Art Competition (Finalist)
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Second Prize for Creative Artwork Organized by Association of Artists in PRC (Guilin City) and

Korea

Major solo exhibitions:

2013
2011
2005

2005

2004

2003

2001

‘Encounter with Classic’ (Studio Pryde, Hong Kong)

‘Reflections in Ink’ (Hong Kong Central Library Exhibition Hall, Hong Kong)

‘An Exploration of Ink Painting’ (Gallery of School of Continuing and Professional Studies, The
Chinese University of Hong Kong)

‘Roots’ (The Economist Gallery, Fringe Club, Hong Kong)

'East-West Focus’ (Cattle Depot Artist Village, Hong Kong)

‘Dynamic Balance of Art’ (Gallery of School of Continuing and Professional Studies of The Chinese
University of Hong Kong)

‘Passion of Colours’ (The Kowloon Club, Hong Kong)

Selected group exhibitions:

2013
2013

2013

2013

2011

2011

2010

2010

2010

2010

2009

2009

Hong Kong Contemporary 2013- HK Artists in Hong Kong (The Excelsior Hotel, Hong Kong)
Shanghai-Hong Kong Exchange Exhibition of Modern Chinese Ink Painting 2013 (City Hall Gallery,
Hong Kong and Shanghai China Art Gallery)

Hong Kong Modern Ink Painting Society Annual Exhibition (Jockey Club Creative Arts Centre
Gallery HK)

The 27th Asia International Art Exhibition (AIAE), Asian Soil : Smiles of Integrity Land
(Ratchadamnoen Contemporary Art Center Bangkok, Thailand and Neuberg ArtSpace, Hong Kong)
Fine Art Asia (Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, Hong Kong)

The 26th Asia International Art Exhibition (AIAE), Globalization of Asian Culture (Hangaram Art
Museum in Seoul Arts Center and Jeonbuk Province Museum of Art Seoul, Korea and State of the
Arts Gallery, Hong Kong)

The 25th Asia International Art Exhibition (AIAE) - Asian Spirit Blue Sky (Mongolian National
Modern Art Gallery, Ulaannaatar, Mongolian PRC and Jockey Club Creative Arts Centre Gallery,
Hong Kong)

The 3 Contemporary Chinese Painting Biennial Exhibition 2010 (Taiwan)

Hong Kong Contemporary Art Biennial Awards 2009 Exhibition (Hong Kong Museum of Art, Hong
Kong)

Hong Kong Contemporary Art Biennial Awards 2009 Artists Invitation Exhibition (Wan Fung Art
Gallery, Hong Kong)

Hong Kong — Macau — Taipei — Shanghai Modern Ink Painting Exhibition (Exhibition Hall, Low Block
of the Hong Kong City Hall)

24" Asian International Art Exhibition (AIAE) — Asia@Asia (National Art Gallery, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia)
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2009 Ink Painting Exhibition — Taipei (National Dr. Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall, Taipei)

2009 NIAF 2009 — 'The 3" Nam Song International Art Fair' (Korea)

2007 The 22nd AIAE Indonesia Imagining Asia: 'Understanding the Diversity and Changes'

2007 "The Norman W.M. Ko Collection of HK Art Exhibits’ (University Museum and Art Gallery, The
University of Hong Kong)

2007 'Master of Fine Arts Graduation Show 2007’ presented by the Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology (RMIT) (Hong Kong Arts Centre)

2006 'Philippe Charriol Foundation Art Competition 2006' (Hong Kong Four Seasons Hotel)

2006 '‘Beijing International Art Exposition' (China World Trade Center, Beijing, China)

2005 'Asian Watercolours 18th Exhibition of the Asian Watercolour Confederation' (The Indonesian
Watercolour Society, Indonesia)

2005 'Asian Fine Art' (Jeju Korea Culture and Art Centre, Korea)

2005 Art Reach Henderson Art Reach Il — Art Pieces Auction (Hong Kong)

2004 'Hong Kong Arts Club Joint Exhibition' (City Hall Gallery, Hong Kong)

1998 ‘Teacher and Student Joint Exhibition' (Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre)

Collected by

Museum and Art Gallery (The University of Hong Kong)

The Landmark Mandarin Oriental (Hong Kong)

Personal Collection

Media enquiries, please contact:
Ms. Odetti Tse

Galerie Ora-Ora
Tel: +852 2851 1171

Email: odetti@ora-ora.com
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MR, FHBE4E Galerie Ora-Ora :
Ms. Odetti Tse
Tel: +852 2851 1171

E-mail: odetti@ora-ora.com
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