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For immediate release

3 March, 2014
Galerie Ora-Ora proudly presents

“Step Back to Nature” — Stephen Wong’s Solo Exhibition

(Hong Kong — 3 March 2014) A city, although a symbol of progress, brings along an exhausting lifestyle.
Living in a society where we are constantly overloaded with information, if we city dwellers choose to step
back to nature, would we be inspired by a new insight? Following more than a year of meticulous
preparation, Galerie Ora-Ora is proud to present Stephen Wong’s newest exhibition, “Step Back to Nature”,
paying tribute to Stephen’s landscape paintings and sketches, with a focus on works from the past twelve
months. The exhibition title, “Step Back to Nature”, as adopted by the artist, reveals the philosophy of life
that turned him to observe nature primitively and experience the purest forms of landscape. Reminiscing
his journey with nature, this exhibition not only seeks to provoke enjoyment in the slower pace of the
outdoors, but also reflects on the artist’s imagination and contemplation when one from urban life makes
contact with the wilderness.
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The Mudflat for Sunset, Oil on canvas, 90 x 120 cm, 2013

Sketching en plein air has been a habit, a progress and a form of meditation for Stephen. Developing a
bond with landscape painting early on, the idea of the distance between man and nature has been a
concerned topic within his art practice. While his inaugural series of landscape paintings focused on virtual
scenery inspired by the world of video games, his began to actively explore his distance with nature by the
time he presented his second series, a collection of pixilated landscape paintings. His latest body of works
in “Step Back to Nature” is a critical transformation of Stephen’s artwork. To further minimize the distance
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between himself and the landscapes he paints, he let himself be completely surrounded by nature. Since
2013, he began a weekly ritual of hiking with his painting tools and spending the day sketching on site.
Observing nature most primitively through his bare eyes, he depicts the natural landscape by the purest
approach. More than just a log of his journey, this routine led him to develop his approach to appreciating
nature, where a gentle breeze among trees and bushes can be seen as a sign of tranquility, acting as a
process of self-healing. Being able to focus his thoughts and emotions away from the noise in the city, the
wilderness brings a sense of alleviation, serenity and calmness to his mind, allowing him to escape from
the urban realities.

(Left) He phots the Sky (Hut 16) Acrylic on canvas 17.6 x 26.5 cm 2013

(Right) There are Some Words on the Hut (Hut 05) Acrylic on canvas 17.6 x 26.5 cm 2013)

Stephen's works for this show mostly depicted the natural scenery of Hong Kong, where he was born and
grew up. Although Hong Kong landscape has often been stereotyped as a harbour city with skyscrapers,
Stephen chooses to present his hometown from a completely different perspective, in order to allow
audiences to re-experience Hong Kong through his eyes. Not only do his landscape paintings reveal the
various unique areas of the city’s great outdoors, but the artworks also include man-made objects that
coexist with the nature, telling stories about City and Nature.. In a small series of drawings, Stephen
featured the twenty-one rock houses of Tai Tung Shan (Sunset Peak on Lantau Island) and those, from the
city, who gathered around the houses. They are hastening on the path, indulging in their digital devices,
and watching the landscape only through lens and screens. None of all seemed to stay for the sake of the
landscape because they have never taken off their ritual of city life. This series has demonstrated the
contrast and tension between human and the nature, which is also the inner struggle of the artist, as a city
dweller himself.

Stephen is exploring the landscape scene that would catch his eyes and make him stay, In the same way,
his paintings is attempting to catch the eyes of our city dwellers. Through his stepping back to nature, he
offers the audiences his insights, inspiring them to rethink about the connection between the city, the nature,
and themselves.
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Exhibition Details

Exhibition period: 5 March — 30 April 2014

Venue: Galerie Ora-Ora, G/F, 7 Shin Hing Street, Central, Hong Kong

Opening Night
Date: 5 March 2014 (Wednesday)

Time: 6pm - 8pm

About Galerie Ora-Ora

Galerie Ora-Ora is an Asian Contemporary fine art gallery specializing in sculptures, Fresh Ink works and
the discovery of emerging talents. Privileged with exclusive representation of artists from Europe, America
and the Pan-Asia Pacific region, we strive to share high quality artworks with art lovers for appreciation,
investment and collection. Galerie Ora-Ora represents many internationally renowned artists, such as
Huang Yongyu, Xu Hongfei, Man Fung-yi, Kum Chi-Keung, Halley Cheng, Hao Liang, plus many
emerging New Ink talents. Based in Hong Kong, we are also an international platform for local artistic
talents. With Ora-Ora meaning “from one era to another” or “eternity”, we believe that good quality art
survives through generations. We believe that art has no frontiers and should be experienced by anyone
in the world.

Art is alifestyle.

About Stephen Wong

Born in 1986, Stephen Wong gained his BA in Fine Arts From The Chinese University of Hong Kong in
2008. In his early years, he already demonstrated an interest in the relationship between human, nature
and virtual reality. His recent artworks mainly focus on outdoor landscape paintings. Upon graduation,
Wong had three solo exhibitions including Stay Lost (2012) and From a Distance (2011) at Galerie Ora-
Ora and Someone Bending the Machine: An Exhibition Responding to the Artworks of Chow Chun Fai
(2011). Wong also participated in numerous group exhibitions including Reundefined (2013), Traits
(2012), No Between (2011).

Education:

2005-2008 Studied in Fine Arts Department, CUHK
1998-2005 Studied in C.C.C. Ming Yin College
1992-1998 Studied in S.K.H. St. Thomas Primary School

Selected exhibitions:
2013
REUNDEFINED Group Show (Galerie Ora-Ora)
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2012
Stay Lost (Galerie Ora-Ora)
"Traits" Group Show (Macau)

AHAF Hotel Art Fair (Hong Kong)

2011
From a Distance (Galerie Ora-Ora)
No Between (Group show with Halley Cheng and Yolanda Yeung, Galerie Ora-Ora)

Someone Bending the Machine: An exhibition responding to the artworks of Chow Chun Fai (Solo
exhibition)

2010
Tasting Hong Kong: Hong Kong Toy (Group show)
Haven’t you Heard (Group Show)

Stretched Connotations (Group show)

2009
Hiking Arte (Group Show)
Dwelling (Group show)

Artwork-colour the shadow shown in “Point-to-point, Site Specific art project” organized by Hong Kong
Youth Arts Foundation

Fotanian: Fotan Artists Open Studios 2009

2008
Bystander Somewhere (Solo exhibition, Cattle Depot)

New Trend (Group show, Cattle Depot)

2007

Manifesto (Solo exhibition, Chien Mu Library of CUHK)
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2006
Piecemeal 2 (Dual exhibition with Roy Ng, Chien Mu Library of CUHK)
Piecemeal (Dual exhibition with Roy Ng, Chien Mu Library of CUHK)

Selected work in the Department Exhibition, CUHK

Media enquiries, please contact:
Ms. Odetti Tse

Galerie Ora-Ora

Tel: +852 2851 1171

Email: odetti@ora-ora.com
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(#) He photos the Sky (Hut 16) ZEF#/ 277 17.6 x 26.5 cm 2013

(17) There are Some Words on the Hut (Hut 05) 2BR#Z77 17.6 x 26.5 cm 2013)
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Ms. Odetti Tse
Tel: +852 2851 1171

E-mail: odetti @ora-ora.com
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