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For immediate release

21 November, 2014

Galerie Ora-Ora & Leo Gallery proudly presents

“History Rekindled - Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition”

(Hong Kong — 21 November 2014) History is a book of knowledge that we could always
revisit and get inspirations for the present. Galerie Ora-Ora is excited to collaborate with Leo
Gallery to present “History Rekindled — Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition”, showcasing impressive
works by Cai Zhisong, one of the most prominent sculptors in China who has constantly
attracted international spotlight, inviting viewers into a timeless dimension that weaves the

past into our here and now.

The three signature series by Cai displayed in this exhibition, namely ‘Motherland’, ‘Cloud’
and ‘Rose’, are undoubtedly a testimony of the artist’s ingenuity and mastery of the art.
Inheriting the essence of traditional Chinese temperament and fusing it with modern
Western techniques, Cai elegantly transforms the tranquil sculptures into expressive entities
that tell vivid stories and even the artist’s own outlook on life, which is recognized by Mr.
Jean-Francgois Larrieu, Chair of Taylor Foundation: ‘There is no textual description for his
sculptures; it is the dynamic aesthetics inherent in his works that drive me to contemplate
and reflect on the complexity and subtlety of Chinese history, pondering over its past, present

and future!

Ode to Motherland No. 5, 92x42x60 cm, glass-fiber reinforced resin, copperplate, brass wires, 2003
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‘Motherland’
Life is full of vicissitudes and turmoil. The vast history of mankind can be seen as countless
lives whose struggles and striving have been written into a scroll, the unfolding of which, like

the passing of time, is deemed inevitable.

‘Motherland’ was inspired by ancient figures, servants and warriors, who are endowed with
an entirely new significance with modern techniques and materials. Meticulous surface
details, such as the figures' ornate hairstyles created out of thin wires, may be hinting at the
restraint and control faced by the figures, like how their bodies are forced into unnatural and
distorted postures, imparting a sense of helplessness. These imperial figures may look
distant, but the helplessness they tell is ubiquitous in our life: passion and dreams impeded
by reality and needs, and ephemeral hope and joy contrary to tedious suffering in our

worldly pursuits. Yet, reality will always override, and one could only compromise.

Platform Cloud, 38x25x3cm (base), 12.5x10x6.5cm (cloud), Composite material (cloud), Stainless steel (base), 2011

‘Cloud’

Life is a journey channeling us to death, during which we can only leave brief traces
compared to the perpetuity of the universe, no matter how big our dreams are. In the series
‘Cloud’, Cai reveals his outlook on life and death, dream and reality, through the concrete
representation of the otherwise light and fleeting clouds: that the feebleness of fantasies

and dreams can never stand the concrete burden of reality.
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‘Rose’

Rose as a symbol of romantic love is what many people are after; it is a materialized form of
love. In the series ‘Rose’, the artist expresses his view on love through the use of the
material, lead. Under its luscious surface, the lead rose is toxic and can cause harm when the
romantic veil is casted. This is the duality of love and suffering; gaining and losing. Lead also
transforms the delicate rose into a heavy and imposing form. The subject rose also signifies
the impermanence of love: only its transient beauty before it withers would linger in our

mind.

Large Rose, 40x40x5 cm, Sheet lead, 2010

Created with profound techniques and originality, Cai’s three sculpture series ‘Motherland’,
‘Cloud’ and ‘Rose’ depict the struggles and tension between different dualities in life — life
and death, dream and reality, the transience of life and the timelessness of history, the joy of
loving and being loved and the agony of losing one’s love. As the artist ponders over these
struggles which surpass the dimensions of time, viewers are brought onto a journey where

they can reconnect with their predecessors from a contemporary perspective.
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Opening Reception

Venue

Tuesday, 2 December, 6:00
PM to 10:00 PM

Galerie Ora-Ora (G/F, 7 Shin
Hing Street, Central, Hong
Kong)

Leo Gallery (G/F, 189
Queen’s Road West, Sheung
Wan)

Exhibition Period

Venue

Tuesday Dec 2, 2014 to
Saturday Jan 31, 20145

Galerie Ora-Ora (G/F, 7 Shin
Hing Street, Central, Hong
Kong)

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday, 10:00 —

7:00 PM; Saturday 11:00 —
5:00 PM

Leo Gallery (G/F, 189
Queen’s Road West, Sheung
Wan)

Opening Hours
Tuesday — Saturday, 11:00

AM —2:00 PM; 3:00 PM —
7:00 PM

The artist is available for interviews. Please contact us to schedule a time.

About Galerie Ora-Ora

“Asia’s Forerunner in Contemporary Art”

Galerie Ora-Ora is a research-based Asian contemporary fine art gallery specializing in

Contemporary Ink, sculptures, and the discovery of emerging talents. Based in Hong Kong,

we are an international platform for talents in Asia. We believe art should transcend times,

and Ora-Ora or ‘from era to era’ embodies that mission.

Ora-Ora has been a dedicated sponsor of Chinese Contemporary Ink since the art form’s

early developments. We are blessed to be representing a number of these key prodigies

within our network of corporate and private collectors. Through our extensive participation
at art events across Asia and internationally, Ora-Ora has earned a reputation of being

extremely passionate about its art’s quality and timelessness.

Henrietta Tsui-Leung, Ora-Ora’s co-founder, has been focused on contributing to the local art
scene for over a decade via sponsoring cultural initiatives and charity events. With an aim to
create a strong and vibrant art community, she also co-founded the HK Art Gallery

Association.
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Media enquiries, please contact:

Ms. Odetti Tse (Galerie Ora-Ora)
Tel: +852 2851 1171

Email: odetti@ora-ora.com

Ms. Sylvia Yeung (Galerie Ora-Ora)
Tel: +852 2851 1171

Email: sylvia@ora-ora.com

G/F, 7 Shin Hing Street, Central, Hong Kong
Tel: 2851-1171 Fax: 3015-2322
WWW.0ra-ora.com
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About Cai Zhisong

1972 Born in Shenyang, Liaoning, China
1997 Graduated from Central Academy of Fine Arts, Sculpture Department
2001 Obtained Post-graduate diploma from Central Academy of Fine Arts

1998-2008  As a teacher of Central Academy of Fine Arts, Sculpture Department

2014 Review of History e Cai Zhisong Museum of Contemporary Art, Taipei,
Taiwan

2012 Rose & Clouds——~Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition , ARTMIA Gallery » Beijing,
China

2012 Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition, MOCA, Singapore

2011 Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition, National Museum of Indonesia, Jakarta,
Indonesia

2011 Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition, Ode To Art Contemporary, Singapore

2011 Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition, Regensburg Museum, Germany

2010 Motherland-Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition, Ming Art, Taiwan

2010 Motherland and Rose- Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition, Triumph Art Space,
Beijing, China

2009 Motherland-Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition, China Square NY, New York, USA

2009 Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition, See+ Gallery, Beijing, China CISAE 2009, Beijing,
China

2006 Motherland-Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition, SHINE Art Space, Shanghai, China

2005 Motherland-Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition, La Ke’er Art Center, Beijing, China

2005 Motherland-Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition, Highland Gallery, Beijing, China

2004 Motherland-Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition, Art Scene Warehouse, Shanghai,
China

2003 Motherland-Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition, Belgium Embassy, Beijing, China

2002 Motherland-Cai Zhisong Solo Exhibition, Art Channel Gallery, Beijing, China

2013 “Ming to Modern” Newark Museum New Jersey , American

2012 Spirit —— Cai Zhisong &Wang Xinggang Art Exhibition , Siemens ArtSpace, Beijing,

China
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Cloud . Color —— Cai Zhisong &Guo Feng Art Exhibition , Joy Place, Beijing, China
Chinese Pavilion at the 54rd Venice International Biennial, Venice, Italy

Black white, Zero Art M

Sharing with Classic, Beijing China

Passing Territory-Chinese And Foreign Masters Fine Print Exhibition

798 Art Bridge Gallery, SanBan Studio, Beijing

The 1st Youth Art Biennale in Chongqing, Chongging, China

Revival of Tradition-Mountain and River/ Text/ Memory Frankfurt Book Fair,
Frankfrut

The Return Imagination, See+ Gallery, Beijing, China

The Floating Art, Beijing, China

Changes, DR Gallery, Beijing, China

Invitational Exhibition of Contemporary Sculpture, 798 Art District, Beijing, China
1st China Document, China World Art Museum, Beijing, China

China-Korea Art Exchange Show, 3818 Cool Galley, Beijing, China

The Red Flag, 7, Beijing, China

Installation & Sculpture Exhibition, Kennedy Art Center, Washington D.C., USA
Open Spaces Sculpture Exhibition, Beijing LOFTEL, Beijing, China

Young Professors Show, Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing, China

Middle Space Between the World and Paradise, Chongging, China

60s to 70s Group Exhibition of Outstanding Young Chinese Artists, Today Art, Beijing,
China

Today’s Chinese Art Exhibition, China World Art Museum, Beijing, China
Sculpture Exhibition, Beijing, China

International Environmental Art and Sculpture Exhibition, Shanghai, China

The 1st Beijing Biennale, National Art Museum

Professor’s Sculpture Show, Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing, China

Chinese Contemporary Art Touring Exhibition, Europe

Paris Autumn Salon, Eiffel-Branly, Paris

Exceptional Sculpture Exhibition of International Fine Arts Presidents Forum,
2001 Westlake Invitational Exhibition, The Westlake Art Museum, Hangzhou, China
Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing, China

Invitational Sculpture Exhibition, Changchun, China

55th Anniversary of Victory Against the Japanese, Central Academy of Fine Arts,
Beijing, China

Sculpture Exhibition of Eight Young Artists, Contemporary Art Gallery, Beijing, China
The 9th National Art Exhibition, National Art Museum of China, Beijing, China
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The 1st Group Exhibition of Young Sculptors in Beijing, Central Academy of Fine Arts,
Beijing, China

Rockefeller’s Distinguished Young Artist Award in the PRC

Global “100 Art Leaders”, “Art Actuel” in France.

2012 Mr 2012 in “Esquire”

Obtained Bronze Prize at the 10th National Art Exhibition

Obtained the President’s Prize at Central Academy of Fine Arts

Obtained Outstanding Work Prize at the Fuzhou International Invitational
Sculpture Exhibition

Obtained Outstanding Work Prize at the Hebei International Invitational
Sculpture Exhibition

Obtained the Taylor Prize at the Paris Autumn Salon

Obtained Gold Prize at the 55th Anniversary Exhibition of the Victory Against
the Japanese

Obtained Gangsong Family Fund Award

Newark Museum (U.S.A)

Greek Museum

Regensburg Museum, Germany

National Museum of Singapore

National Museum of Indonesia

Deutsche Bank-China

National Museum of China

China National Museum of Fine Arts

Museum of the China Centre Academy of Fine Arts
CNC (China news)

China Sculpture Museum

He Xiangning Art Museum

Zhejiang Art Museum

Chongging Art Museum

Museum of Contemporary Art, Taipei

Changchun Sculpture Art Museum

Peking University research center of aesthetics

People’s Government of Changchun Municipality
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People’s Government of Shijiazhuang Municipality
People’s Government of Yantai Municipality
People’s Government of Jiaozuo Municipality
Rockefeller Foundation

Embassy of Belgium Beijing, China

Today’s Art Museum

Taylor Foundation
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UACE S, S5H4E Galerie Ora-Ora (F7EHIERT) *
Ms. Odetti Tse
Tel: +852 2851 1171

Email: odetti@ora-ora.com



Ms. Sylvia Yeung (Galerie Ora-Ora)
Tel: +852 2851 1171

Email: sylvia@ora-ora.com
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