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Galerie Ora-Ora Proudly Presents a “Devotion to Ink” Contemporary Ink Show
at Hong Kong Maritime Museum in Central

As one of the VIP Programmes of ART BASEL HK 2014

(Hong Kong — For Immediate Release) Building on the momentum of 2014 Art Basel HK and in celebration of
our half-decade introduction of the Contemporary Ink genre to Hong Kong, Galerie Ora-Ora is proud to
present “Devotion to Ink” (“DTI” in short) CGHT/KVGE=8: — & B A S8 /K BT A7) , a Contemporary Ink
group show at the Hong Kong Maritime Museum from May 17" to 19, 2014. DTI features the latest works
by sixteen of the most prominent and promising Chinese Contemporary Ink artists, and aims to tantalize
viewers' senses, enrich their experience and knowledge of the art form that is taking the international art
community by storm. This exhibition is also part of Galerie Ora-Ora's perennial efforts to discover pioneering
artists and support cultural and charitable causes. Art Basel HK VIPs and media friends are invited to attend

the opening reception on May 17, 2014.

For almost a decade, its founder and CEO Henrietta Tsui {f%#f) drove the gallery’s research and has
exhibited numerous works of talented Contemporary Ink artists, both in HK and abroad, and she has been in
the spotlight with increasing attention among local media and international collectors. She said, “ Hong
Kong is in a unique position, both geographically, culturally and academically, primed to become the key
advocate and incubator for Contemporary Ink, as it is a thriving cultural hub, with no legacy in propagating
traditions, and it is open-minded in discussion and debate of art, thereby providing an open platform for
everyone to shape and analyze this very interesting movement. With an estimated 2 to 3 more years of
global trend settling, academic development and in-depth critics, contemporary ink will surely become a

mainstream art movement, similar to Art Deco, Cubism and Abstract Art in the 20th century.”

With the support from prominent art advisor and Chinese contemporary artist Mr. Xu Lei {#£2) , along with
the direction from the curator at Shanghai Art Museum, Ms. Lu Huan ( J& %% ) , DTl features an
unprecedented exposition of soulful, introspective and ground-breaking artwork from highly talented Chinese
ink artists, including (in alphabetical order) Gao Qian (& 74) , Hang Chunhui (HTFHE) , Hao Liang (/&)
, Huang Dan (& F}) , Liu Qi (Z/3) , MaJun (JEER) , Ni Youyu ({5 H£) , Peng Jian (E4l) , Pan
Wenxun (BRI , Peng Wei (327%) , Qin Xiuping (Z1&°F) , Wu Qiang (%58) , XiaoXu {HJH) , Xu
Hualing {1&4£5%) , Zeng Guoqing (¥ B #) and Zhang Yanzi (ZEHEL) .
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Through this Contemporary Ink exhibition, Galerie Ora-Ora presents art connoisseurs with an alternative
proposition and experience of Shui Mo (“water-ink” (7K5%) ). DTl invites viewers to step away from their
conventional understanding of how culture, energy and mood flow through the formal dialogue between ink
and paper. Then provokes all to unlearn, deconstruct and reimagine the inherent doctrines of Chinese ink art.
Though Chinese and other Asian collectors have been focused on ink art for many generations as a conduit of
wealth, culture and philosophy, traditional ink also bears a burden of preserving rigid traditions and protocol.
The global market, however, has been searching for breakthroughs. Whether from the perspectives of
medium, subject, context, technique, layout, concept or philosophy, DTl is curated to offer insight into the

influential art movement.

Contemporary Ink is one of the most anticipated evolving art forms with escalating global following within
both scholarly and endowed art circles. The art form has recently been featured at international auction
houses, collected by national museums and promoted by top galleries in London, New York, Beijing, Taipei,
Tokyo and Seoul. In particular, Contemporary Ink has undoubtedly enjoyed heightened attention over the
past decade, while Western participation has grown multi-folds and international consensus is forming.
Specifically, advocates have recently increased the number of public exhibitions and discussion forums, as well
as their own collections. In 2010, Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts curated a ground-breaking exhibition that
invited ten Chinese Contemporary Ink artists’ to create pieces in response to their impressions on classical
Western artworks. The Metropolitan Museum of Art recently celebrated contemporary Chinese ink painting
with a major exhibition titled “Ink Art: Past as present in contemporary China” from last November to this
April. In March 2014, Sotheby’s New York held an auction and exhibition of Chinese Contemporary Ink
paintings. Sixteen artists were invited including Hao Liang, Xiao Xu and Peng Wei, whom are also participating
in DTI. In Hong Kong, the auction titled “Contemporary Literati: Early Ink Masters auction” organized by
Sotheby’s Hong Kong received a total hammer price of HK$25.4 million. Moreover, the M* Museum in the
West Kowloon Cultural District has reported that they will focus on the development of and training in ink
painting. As one of the first steps, the museum recently invited renowned scholar Lesley Ma to serve as curator
of its Chinese Ink Paintings department. International premier galleries have also been rumoured to set up
offices in Hong Kong in hopes to understand, participate and collect Contemporary Ink, which they see as an
important art movement for the rising China state, similar to Art Deco, and Abstract Art for the US market in

the 20%" century.
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Selected Works:

(high resolution photos of works available upon request)

Zeng Guoging, one featured artist at DTI,
enjoys blending life, art and reality as he
pursues the elements of mischief, humour,
wit and foolishness. In order to express his
feelings more attractively, he adds

surrealistic elements into the basis of

reality. In his artwork “Grove (/MEf#K) ", S l : e
it reflects part of the reality in contemporary society through the behaviours such as smoking, drinking,
killing, and lust. Being indulgent can be seen as part of human nature, which strives to stay happy. Living in

the depressed era, people need to be more relaxed. Through Zeng’s paintings, we can reconsider the

meaning of the human existence and the way we spend our daily lives.

Zhang Yanzi, another highlighted artist
at DTI, is researching contemporary
figure painting with ink and wash,
based on her unique physical and
female experiences under the
sponsorship of the globally recognized
Contemporary Ink master, Xu Bing {5
UK) . “Itches (HE) ”2and “Numbness — + »

Jii) ~ are artworks from the series “The Remedy ([FJElE)Y 7. Zhangingeniously establishes the

different senses of human sufferings through her detailed portrayal and combination of symbols and
episodes common to everyday life. The Prescriptions, scriptures, ants on the paper are the vague clues that
Zhang has given to us as a road of compassion, deception and salvation. Contemporary Ink master Xu Lei has
mentioned Zhang’s paintings enable viewers to fully explore on paper a full sense of feelings beyond the

edge of a spiritual connection and the emotional expression.

1 Zeng Guoging, "Grove () ##£) ", Ink on Paper, 220x111cm, 2013
2 Zhang Yanzi, "ltches (&) ", Ink and Color on Paper, 97x226cm, 2013



Galerie G/F, 7 Shin Hing Street, Central, Hong Kong
- Tel: 2851-1171 Fax: 3015-2322

WWW.0ra-ora.com

Peng Jian’s paintings are recognized for its outstanding styles of sensitivity,
reserved temperament and close observations of his daily life. His latest painting
“Red Volume (41 &) ”3 was inspired by books and other ordinary objects in life.
From various colours of each book to the irregular arrangement of the pile, we
can find some of different lengths of edges and position. The composition seems
disparate but, in some ways, it is still integrated and creates a sense of harmony

within entropy and contradiction. Individual emotions need to be silenced under

the undeniable force of gravity.

Hang Chunhui, another talented artist curated for DTI, shows his latest series

“Truths of Falsehood {{R7RE.) ”*for the first time in this exhibition. His
painting combines the two ways of technique which are the vision

of painting and the copy of industrialisation. Firstly, he considers
paintings an imitation of reality, an industrialised production

which contrasts the duplicate copy of handmade painting. He also
believes that paintings can create certain completed expression

while it interacts with image structure. He also attempts to

examine the rights of an artist, who owns the creative authority to

change the original attributes of the industrialisation copied

product. This makes Hang’s concepts of art truly ground-breaking

as it challenges the logic and language of traditional ink.

Opening Reception

Date: May 17, 2014 (Saturday)
Time: 6:00 - 8:30 PM
Officiating Ceremony: 6:30 PM

Venue: Hong Kong Maritime Museum, Central Ferry Pier No. 8

Exhibition Details

Exhibition period: 18- 19 May, 2014

3 Peng Jian, "Red Volume (4IZ) ", Ink and Color on Paper, 119x69cm, 2014
4 Hang Chunhui, “Divine Introspection-Truths of Falsehood ({EJ/FE > “BiEfE” ) 7, Ink and Colour on Paper, 130x130cm, 2014
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Opening hours: Sunday 11:00AM - 5:00 PM; Monday 11:00AM - 3:00 PM

Venue: Hong Kong Maritime Museum, Central Ferry Pier No. 8
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Notes to Editors:

About Galerie Ora-Ora

“Asia’s Forerunner in Contemporary Art”

Galerie Ora-Ora is a research-based Asian contemporary fine art gallery specializing in Contemporary Ink,
sculptures, and the discovery of emerging talents. Based in Hong Kong, we are an international platform for
talents in Asia. We believe art should transcend times, and Ora-Ora or 'from era to era' embodies that

mission.

Ora-Ora has been a dedicated sponsor of Chinese Contemporary Ink since the art form's early developments.
We are blessed to be representing a number of these key prodigies within our network of corporate and
private collectors. Through our extensive participation at art events across Asia, Ora-Ora has earned a
reputation of being extremely passionate about its art’s quality and timelessness.

Henrietta Tsui, Ora-Ora’s co-founder, has been focused on contributing to the local art scene for over a
decade via sponsoring cultural initiatives and charity events. With an aim to create a strong and vibrant art

community, she also co-founded the HK Art Gallery Association.

Media enquiries, please contact:

Ms. Odetti Tse (Galerie Ora-Ora)
Tel: 4852 2851 1171

Email: odetti@ora-ora.com

Ms. Amanda Lim (Galerie Ora-Ora)
Tel: 4852 2851 1171

Email: amanda@ora-ora.com
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Ms. Odetti Tse

Tel: +852 2851 1171

Email: odetti@ora—ora.com

Ms. Amanda Lim (Galerie Ora—Ora)
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