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Galerie Ora-Ora proudly presents
"Remedy" by Zhang Yanzi at Art Basel Hong Kong 2015

(Hong Kong — 28 January 2015) What does the feeling of pain remind you of? A bruise? Migraine? Suffering

from a long-term iliness? Or perhaps the breakup with your significant other? Or the loss of your loved ones?
Every pain requires a remedy and each person recovers differently. Some may rely on the use of medication.
Or a cosy bed. Perhaps a cup of hot chocolate or even a mother’'s comforting hug. If topical treatments can

only heal wounds and sickness, what will bring a true and lasting cure to our wounded hearts?

At this year’s Art Basel Hong Kong, Galerie Ora-Ora will be presenting renowned Chinese contemporary artist
Zhang Yanzi and a distinctive presentation of her ‘Remedy’ series to our viewers. Following her previous
exhibitions at Beijing ‘Today Art Museum’ and Pan Palazzo delle Arti in Italy, Zhang would like to not only
invite the audience into a strange yet familiar atmosphere of pain and relief by heightening audience's

sensation, but also a personal journey to re-examine the fragility and meaning of life.

The Falling Star in July, 248 x 97 cm, ink on paper, 2014

The creation of ‘Remedy’ was inspired by Zhang’s personal self-healing experiences and her fascination of
medications. By incorporating familiar medical objects such as transdermal patches into her artwork, we enter
Zhang’s intimate world, through a pungent, yet familiar scent, which awakens our deeply-rooted memories.
One can envision, highly polished floors, where dark doors with white lettered signs, extend down a narrow
hallway. As one enters a room, one is greeted with a sea of white lab coats and hanging stethoscopes, and
walls of neatly arranged syringes and scalpels, with shelves of precisely labelled pill bottles lined up row by
row. These familiar visual sceneries provoke a nostalgic yet distinct itch in our senses, ‘since the body, spirit

and mind are synchronised.’*

1 Zhang Yanzi, Master Oriental Art, 14" July 2014.
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Registration (146), 40 x 40 cm, ink on jute paper, 2014

‘Aches, physical or psychological, from the moment we were born,

they will accompany us to our death.” — Zhang Yanzi

Pain and remedy are inseparable sides of the same coin, two opposites completing the whole, just like Yin
and Yang. A similar balance is maintained throughout Zhang’s artwork: Zhang’s delicate and honest depiction
of the fragility of life, not only is able to intensify viewers’ experience into her own world of pain, but also ‘acts
like a needle that penetrates our skin and reaches the pain deep inside our heart.’? At the same time, by
combining art with modern medicine and philosophy, Zhang shows her reflection and thoughts on modern
medicine, and with ‘Remedy’, she aims to offer psychological comforts, in hope audiences will temporarily
forget the pain. Throughout her creative process, this gradually also became an outlet and personal remedy to
the artist herself. Even though we have different experiences in life, Zhang's work appears to be a bridge,

building a bonding resonance between you and me.

2 Xu Lei, The Remedy: Zhang Yanzi’s Heart Sutra on Paper, 21 August 2013
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The Remedy, 180 x 108 cm, ink on fabric (analgesic plasters), 2012-2013

The ‘Remedy’ is prospective and innovative, from both on artistic and conceptual point of view. Not only does
it emphasise on the relationship between suffering and the process of self-healing, the exhibition itself also
inspires audiences to ponder. Does ‘Remedy’ remind you of your painful memories hidden deep inside your
heart, or does it shed a light and give you hope instead of despair? If modern medicine can only heal our
wounds and illnesses, what about our deep emotional pain? How could we deal with the pain when the
medicine wears off? Humanity needs different remedies to face the pains and sorrows at various stages of

life; do you have your personal ‘Remedy’?

‘Perhaps, the remedy for our childhood are a lollipop or a doll...
the remedy for our youth are a wonderful moment of friendship, love or a journey...
the remedy for adulthood are families, children, careers, houses, cars...

with these, we temporatrily forget the pain.’ — Zhang Yanzi



DJ:QLQ—IZa— G/F, 7 Shin Hing Street, Central, Hong Kong
Tel: 2851-1171 Fax: 3015-2322

WWW.0ora-ora.com
5 & s i ora-ora.co

N

‘Remedy’ — Solo Exhibition by Zhang Yanzi

Event Opening Reception Exhibition Details
Galerie Ora-Ora at Art Basel Private View Public Days
Hong Kong (Booth 3D22, Hong Friday March 13, 2015 Sunday, March 15, 2015, 1:00 to
Kong Convention and Exhibition 6:00 — 9:00 PM 8pm
Centre, 1 Expo Drive, Wanchai) Saturday March 14, 2015 Monday, March 16, 2015, 12
12 noon — 4:00 PM noon to 8pm
Sunday March 15, 2015 Tuesday, March 17, 2015, 12
12 noon - 1:00 PM noon to 5pm
Vernissage
Saturday March 14, 2015
4:00 - 9:00 PM

About Galerie Ora-Ora

“Asia’s Forerunner in Contemporary Art”

Galerie Ora-Ora is a research-based Asian contemporary fine art gallery specializing in Contemporary Ink,
sculptures, and the discovery of emerging talents. Based in Hong Kong, they are an international platform for

talents in Asia. They believe art should transcend times, and Ora-Ora or ‘from era to era’ embodies that mission.

Ora-Ora has been a dedicated sponsor of Chinese Contemporary Ink since the art form’s early developments.
They are blessed to be representing a number of these key prodigies within their network of corporate and
private collectors. Through their extensive participation at art events across Asia and internationally, Ora-Ora

has earned a reputation of being extremely passionate about its art’s quality and timelessness.

Henrietta Tsui-Leung, Ora-Ora’s co-founder, has been focused on contributing to the local art scene for over a
decade via sponsoring cultural initiatives and charity events. With an aim to create a strong and vibrant art

community, she also co-founded the HK Art Gallery Association.

Media enquiries, please contact:
Ms. Odetti Tse
Tel: +852 2851 1171

Email: odetti@ora-ora.com

Ms. Stephenie Tsoi
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Tel: +852 2851 1171

Email: stephenie@ora-ora.com
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ZHANG YANZI

Zhang Yanzi was born in Zhenjiang, Jiangsu Province. She is a member of Chinese Artists Association. Graduated
from the Central Academy of Fine Arts, Zhang got her MFAs in both Chinese Painting and Literature. She is
currently based in Beijing and she serves as the Editor-in-chief of CAFA ART INFO at the Central Academy of Fine

Arts.

2015 “The Remedy” : Art Basel Hong Kong - Galerie Ora-Ora, Hong Kong

2014 “The Remedy”: Solo Show of Zhang Yanzi at PAN, Palazzo delle Arti di
Napoli, Italy

2014 “Blooming Season and Solace of Art”, Solo Show, Shanghai Reflex Art,
Shanghai

2013 “The Remedy”, Today Art Museum, Beijing

2010 “Walk While Stepping on the Gauze”, Shanghai Art Museum, Shanghai

2008 “Walk While Stepping on the Gauze”, France

2014 “Painted Skin: Five Female Ink Artists Group Exhibition”, Hive Center for
Contemporary Art, Beijing

2014 “Specials-Female Artists Salon”, Manet Art Collection, Beijing, China

2014 “A New Context Derived From Shuimo”, Sishang Art Museum, Beijing

2014 “Devotion to Ink” Contemporary Ink Show, Maritime Museum, Galerie Ora-
Ora, Hong Kong

2014 “The Moment: the First Public Exhibition”, 5Art Space, Guangzhou

2013 “Qi (Flow of Energy) included in The Grand Canal: Collateral Event of the
55th International Art Exhibition”, La Biennale di Venezia, Italy

2012 “Recurrence of Ink and Wash: 2000-2012 Chinese Contemporary Ink and
Wash Invitation Exhibition®, Hubei Art Museum, Wuhan

2010 “‘Refreshing Breeze included in Self Image: Woman Art in China (1920-
2010)”, Central Academy of Fine Arts Museum, Beijing

2007 “Art Exhibition of a Hundred Oil Paintings®, Jiangsu Art Gallery, Nanjing,
China

2005 “Air of the States, Courtly Songs, and Hymns”, the 2nd Beijing International
Art Biennale, Beijing

2004 "Slow, Slow Tune”, the 10th National Art Exhibition, China
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Lu Xun Culture Awards - the Best Artwork Award

“Walk While Stepping on the Gauze” in Art Exhibition of a Hundred Oil
Paintings - Gold award

Lichang Cup the 5th Traditional Chinese Painting Exhibition sponsored by
China Federation of Literature and Art Circles - Gold award

“Red Rose and White Rose”, the 10th National Art Exhibition - Bronze Prize

National Art Museum of China

Jiangsu Art Museum
CAFA Art Museum

L'Universita degli Studi di Napoli "L'Orientale"

Galerie Ora-Ora
Private Collectors
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Hi%E (146), 40 x 40 cm, [i4E/KEE, 2014
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Ms. Odetti Tse
Tel: +852 2851 1171
Email: odetti@ora-ora.com

Ms. Stephenie Tsoi
Tel: +852 2851 1171
Email: stephenie@ora-ora.com
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