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ORA-ORA PRESENTS XU HONGFEI SOLO SHOW
“IN FREE FLIGHT”

Xu Hongfei, Kiss (2010)
Bronze
27 x 25 x50 cm
Edition 8/10

Ora-Ora is pleased to announce a brand new solo show by highly acclaimed Chinese sculptor Xu Hongfei to take
place at its Tai Kwun gallery, Hong Kong. The title is
In Free Flight.

In Free Flight is a celebration of Xu’s remarkable career, mission and body of work. The emotional and cultural
impact of his work is immeasurable, and he has been awarded an honorary citizenship in several countries as a
result. Xu Hongfei’'s unwavering commitment to sharing art with the public and to breaking down boundaries
exceeds norms. He has made it a personal quest to reach audiences across the globe, spanning numerous
countries and cities. His work resonates with people from all walks of life, transcending cultural and linguistic
boundaries.

In Free Flight will evoke feelings of joy, love, and inspiration, a reflection of the passion Xu pours into his practice.
His belief that art should be for everyone, regardless of class or status, is central to his life. In Free Flight embodies
inclusivity and universality.
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Xu Hongfei, Kids Fun (2008)
Bronze
25x22x39cm
Edition 7/10

Xu Hongfei began a global tour in 2013 with “Epic of the Common Man — Xu Hongfei Sculpture World Tour
Exhibition” at the National Art Museum of China in Beijing. The tour has now reached 66 world cities, crossing five
continents in exhibitions which have captivated and brought good cheer, delight and jubilation throughout. One
memorable stop on the tour was Sicily, where the local mayor personally accompanied Xu Hongfei in setting up the
exhibition late into the night, working side by side with the artist until 4am. As Xu’s iconic sculptures were installed,
local residents gathered spontaneously to celebrate. Music filled the streets as people sang and danced, expressing
heartfelt joy at the arrival of Chinese contemporary sculpture on Sicilian soil. The fusion of Eastern artistic
expression with the historical charm of Sicily created a vibrant atmosphere that captivated citizens and visitors
alike.

The artist has a universal appeal which may lie in the charmingly unaffected freedom of the bodily forms he
represents; women who embrace volume and choose their own path of delighted self expression. Xu Hongfei
is President of the Guangzhou Academy of Sculpture, yet his reputation spans the globe.

Xu Hongfei’s work carries an innate message of companionship and cross-border friendship, with the sculptures
acting as artistic ambassadors with a sense of community and fraternity, and a pro-communication, anti-war creed.
His sculptures have been shown on the Champs Elysees in Paris, at the APEC meeting in Peru, in the streets
of Havana, on the Plaza Mayor in Madrid and in Los Angeles, among many other locations. On each occasion, his
uplifting artworks become part of the everyday life of the city and its inhabitants, bringing an infectious and riotous
sense of freedom, flight and unrestrained glee at the abundance and opportunities of life.

In Free Flight features 15 bronze sculptures which show Xu Hongfei’s “Chubby Ladies” at their most relaxed and
vivacious, playing musical instruments, propelling themselves in the air, challenging equilibrium and in constant
movement. Highlight sculptures including Flying Piano (2015) in which the floating musicality of physical freedom
finds its weightless counterbalance in piano rhythm. Kiss (2010) is the smaller version of one of Xu Hongfei’s most
internationally recognized and adored sculptures. It’'s a carnival of effervescent romance, an ode to the airy, spring-
footed heights of new love. Oh, to feel this way just one more time! The alluring Summer Day (2009) offers a
blissful moment of repose, as a voluptuous figure arranges itself on the chair, lolls in sheer relaxation, obliviously,
unselfconsciously exposed to the rays of the sun and any curious observer who may pass.
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Xu Hongfei, Flying Piano (2015)
Bronze
47 x 34 x 45 cm
Edition 8/10

The personalities he depicts are both universal and deeply personal, reminding us that our destiny lies within our
grasp, and that happiness may be gained through harmony, co-operation and embrace of the everyday gifts of life.
The gravity-defying poses are not designed to contrast with the weight of the performer, yet they simplify amplify
the joy and tenderness of each moment.

Commenting on the forthcoming exhibition, CEO and Co-founder of Ora-Ora Dr. Henrietta Tsui-Leung said: “Xu
Hongfei exercises a unique artistic diplomacy, justly famous the world over. He brings unalloyed zest for life
wherever he goes. We welcome his sculptures back to Hong Kong to take their rightful place in a societal
conversation about who we are, and about how we embrace the world around us.”
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About Xu Hongfei

Xu Hongfei was born in Yangjiang City, Guangdong Province in 1963. He graduated from the sculpture department
of the Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts in 1990. He now serves as President of the Guangzhou Academy of
Sculpture.

A highly regarded sculptor in China and internationally, his female sculptures joyfully celebrate both body positivity
and a challenge to pre-conceived ideas of female beauty. His influences include Renaissance artists such as Titian
and Rubens who often portrayed female beauty in an abundance of skin, flesh, and curves. His sculptures appear
light and in joyous flight above earthly cares. They have been shown in the west in locations including The Louvre,
Madrid, Paris and by the Thames in London. His works are in the collection of the National Art Museum of China,
Guangdong Art Museum, Jiangsu Art Museum and Zhejiang Art Museum among others. In 2019, Chubby Sun — Xu
Hongfei's Sculpture World Tour to Russia began at the Repin Institute of Fine Arts in St. Petersburg. It featured 44
new works by Xu Hongfei. In the same year, he continued the world tour with exhibitions in Kobe, Japan. His
sculpture world tour included Cuba from 2019 to 2020, marking the 36th stop on the tour. For the past seven
years, he has been interpreting the Chinese zodiac in sculptures displayed in Spain. He was most recently exhibited
in Hong Kong at the 2025 Cultural Expo.

About Ora-Ora

Ora-Ora began in Hong Kong in 2006 and quickly established itself as a force and catalyst for innovation and
openness of expression. Academically rigorous and philosophically-minded, our artists embody a fresh spirit
of curiosity and enquiry. By interpreting and re-evaluating established frameworks of thought, they
pursue unforeseen perspectives on the world around us. Ora-Ora believes in the power of eschewing
boundaries and limitations, and combines an esteem for ancient traditions with a passion for the most
contemporary and ground-breaking artistic media. Long recognized for our successful development of Asian
creative talent, we have grown to represent artists from Asia, Europe and the US. Restlessly broadening our
horizons, we continue to develop alliances and partnerships with institutions worldwide to enable discovery of
our artists in new environments.

Dr. Henrietta Tsui-Leung, co-founder of Ora-Ora, is also co-founder of the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association,
which has played a lead role in nurturing the diverse and thriving art ecosystem in the city.

Media Enquiries
Jasmine Chau | Ora-Ora | jasmine@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735
Odetti Tse | Ora-Ora | odetti@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735
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