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Immediate Release

ORA-ORA ANNOUNCES LINE-UP FOR KIAF SEOUL 2023

HONG KONG - August 18, 2023 Ora-Ora is pleased to announce its participation at Kiaf SEOUL in September 2023.
This is the gallery’s second participation at the South Korean art fair, and a consecutive showing since 2022.

Ora-Ora’s 2023 presence at Kiaf SEOUL gives centre stage to artists Juri Markkula, Joseph Tong, Stephen Thorpe and,
for the first time, Yi Yi Jeong-eun.

Ora-Ora is delighted to be showing Korean artist Yi Yi Jeong-eun for the first time, an artist of striking spontaneity
and light-spangled atmosphere. Furthermore, Berlin-based Joseph Tong will be presenting his work for the first time
in South Korea. Juri Markkula and Stephen Thorpe, whose work made such an acute visual impact at Kiaf in 2022,
return in 2023.

Speaking of the gallery’s return to Seoul, CEO and co-founder of Ora-Ora Dr. Henrietta Tsui-Leung said: “This year,
we look forward to building on the friendships, connections and relationships we initiated in 2022. Seoul is a city with
a lot to offer the world, and we want to be in its midst.” Commenting on the artist line-up, Dr. Tsui-Leung added: “Yi
YilJeong-eun has a fresh, generous, intuitive visual style, and we’re excited to be presenting her in her home market.
The combination with the individual styles of Juri, Joseph and Stephen will form a unique artistic conversation.”
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Juri Markkula, Heaven — Gold, 2022
Interference Pigment, Polyurethane, 157 x 100 x 10 cm
Courtesy of the artist and Ora-Ora

Sweden-based Juri Markkula will be showing his Heaven series for the first time at Kiaf. Each of the Heaven series
defies colour categorization, and is illuminated and guided by experience and instinct. In Swedish, Heaven refers to
the paradise of an eternal afterlife, as well as the atmosphere and skies above us. This series therefore incarnates a
physical and a spiritual realm. Additionally, Markkula’s spectacular IKB Ground I, IV and VI (all 2023), amplify the
crunchy earth and crisp leaves of his homeland in pigmented polyvinyl polyurethane, resplendent in International
Klein Blue. Hugely popular with collectors, Markkula presents elemental, wall-mounted sculptures which extend
beyond the natural into a new dimension.
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Stephen Thorpe, A Mythical Intersection Between Two Worlds, 2023
Oil on canvas, 152 x132cm
Courtesy of the artist and Ora-Ora

Stephen Thorpe, professor of painting at the Savannah College of Art and Design in Atlanta, GA presents Enter the
Forest and Lose Your Mind and Find your Soul, and The Depths of the Forest is Where Silent Minds and Deep Souls Can
Be Found (both 2022). The forest is a deeply symbolic place in folklore and in Thorpe’s oeuvre, and comes to
represent an epic journey to find our real selves. In an ongoing process of death and rebirth, the forest calls on us to
challenge ourselves and test limits, and stands as an undiscovered darkness which we hesitate to explore. Thorpe
presents distinct planes of colour: on the ground, the luxury of hand-woven craftsmanship is brought to life in lavish,
painterly detail; the walls are viscous paint only, yet are activated by rich layering, shadow and incident marks. Thorpe
presents corners and arcades in subtle allusion to ongoing psychological trauma and struggle, invested with huge
resonance. As a major highlight, Ora-Ora will be presenting a brand-new work from his highly sought after arcade
paintings, titled: “A Mythical Intersection Between Two Worlds” (2023).
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Joseph Tong, E£x Materia (Transfiguration) / Part 1V, 2023
Aquarelle, oil & wax pastels, UV ink on wool, 145 x 118.5 x 4.5 cm (quadriptych)
Courtesy of the artist and Ora-Ora

Joseph Tong presents four new works from his acclaimed Ex Materia series, executed in ink on wool: Ex Materia
(Chrysalis) Parts II, Ill and VI (all 2023) and Ex Materia (Transfiguration) Part IV (2023). Ex Materia (Chrysalis) channels
the journey towards rebirth that a chrysalis symbolizes, presenting a visual chronicle of beauty, harmony, balance and
symmetry. Drawing inspiration from the wings of butterflies and moths, lepidoptera motifs pay homage to the vivid
pigmentations and patterns that function as vital visual signals for the insects. The Ex Materia series is Rorschach-
inspired, redolent of psychological possibility. Each piece is modular, allowing a myriad of hanging combinations.
Therefore, with each new construct, the viewer is immersed in an infinite amount of visual impressions and
interpretations. Kiaf 2023 is Joseph Tong'’s first show since his highly successful debut with Ora-Ora at Art Basel Hong
Kong 2023 and his simultaneous solo show.



105-107, Barrack Block, Tai Kwun, 10 Hollywood Road, Central
ADJZQ_Qt& Tel: 2167-8735 Email: info@ora-ora.com
= WWW.ora-ora.com

Yi Yi Jeong-eun, T7here, rainbow in the sunset 202345, 2023
Oil on canvas, 91 x 73cm
Courtesy of the artist and Ora-Ora

Yi Yi Jeong-eun’s vivid impasto style creates a sun-drenched world with echoes of expressionism. Her There, the
Sunrise (2023) offers a multi-hued sun in a composite of colour splashes, an undefined landscape making contact with
an unexpected clarity of line. This combination of wet-on-wet rapidity and carefulness of outline is echoed in There,
Rainbow in the Sunset (2023), in which the artist presents two painterly styles in the same work, provoking a delicious
drama and exciting internal tension on the canvas. The artist’s first show with Ora-Ora at Kiaf is highly anticipated,
and comes as the precursor to Yi Yi Jeong-eun’s first solo show with Ora-Ora which will take place in November in
Hong Kong.

Following Kiaf SEOUL, Ora-Ora will be taking part in Asia Now in Paris in October 2023, with confirmed artists Genesis
Kai, William Lim and Sophie Cheung.

END

Kiaf SEOUL

Venue: Ora-Ora. Booth A57, COEX Hall A&B, Grand Ballroom, Seoul, South Korea
VIP, Press Opening: September 6, 2023 (13.00 to 20.00)

General Admission & VIP Admissions: September 7 to September 10, 2023
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About Ora-Ora

Ora-Ora began in Hong Kong in 2006 and quickly established itself as a force and catalyst for innovation and openness
of expression. Academically rigorous and philosophically-minded, our artists embody a fresh spirit of curiosity and
enquiry. By interpreting and re-evaluating established frameworks of thought, they pursue unforeseen perspectives
on the world around us. Ora-Ora believes in the power of eschewing boundaries and limitations, and combines an
esteem for ancient traditions with a passion for the most contemporary and ground-breaking artistic media. Long
recognized for our successful development of Asian creative talent, we have grown to represent artists from Asia,
Europe and the US. Restlessly broadening our horizons, we continue to develop alliances and partnerships with
institutions worldwide to enable discovery of our artists in new environments.

Dr. Henrietta Tsui-Leung, co-founder of Ora-Ora, is also co-founder of the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association, which has
played a lead role in nurturing the diverse and thriving art ecosystem in the city.

About Yi Yi Jeong-eun
Yi Yi Jeong-eun was born in Suwon, South Korea in 1977. She received her bachelor’s degree in Fine Arts from Seoul
National University in 2005, and her master’s from the same institution in 2009. She currently lives and works in Seoul.

Yi Yi Jeong-eun’s artworks are imbued with the colourful energy of nature, and seek to radiate the joys, glories and
transience of the natural world rather than pure figurative description. As such, she expresses “the spirit | sensed on
the spot at that moment using animated brush strokes and robust matiere rather than through naturalistic description.
My work is an attempt to condense the positive spirit generated from seeing and sensing nature into a personalized
visual impression or emotional impression and to present it in the form of an image.” Nature lies at the heart of the
artist’s practice and in understanding her own artistic evolution. As she describes it: “nature is an object and location
that allows me to most keenly sense the fact that | am one of the changing things. While | am a human being, nature
helps me realize that | am also a living animal.”

Her solo exhibitions include “The Hyman Gesture Towards Perfection” at Shinsegae Gallery, Seoul, “There, Breaking
Through” at Print Bakery, Pangyo in Korea, and “On Being Alive” at Gallery Choi in Seoul (all 2022). Group exhibitions
include “Wild Wild West” at mM Art Center, Pyeongtaek, South Korea (2023), “All That Drawing” at Atertain Gallery,
Seoul and “Restart 3040” at Art Space Hoseo, Seoul (both 2022). Her works have been collected by Keumyang
International, Tesco Training Academy, LG, Woori Asset Management, Ujung Art Center among others.

About Juri Markkula

Juri Markkula was born in 1970 in Turku, Finland. He graduated from the Royal Academy of Arts in Stockholm in 2002,
and now lives on the island of Gotland, Sweden. In his signature RGB works, Markkula navigates the trilemma of
industrial, artistic and digital, applying a 360-degree high-resolution scanning process and a custom-built digital
sculpting system to celebrate the brittle beauty of the ground in rural Sweden. He creates an amplified representation
of nature, with the disjecta membra of trees synthetically emboldened and digitally maximized. In so doing, he
heightens and augments colour to create a deepened, altered reality which simultaneously attests to the power of
nature and of abstraction. Major projects include the vast tiled glass plane at the entrance to Stockholm City Station,
entitled "La Divina Commedia." His exhibitions with Ora-Ora include “Interaction” in 2020, a solo presentation at Taipei
Dangdai (also 2020) and several showings at Art Basel Hong Kong, including 2022 and 2023. Other exhibition venues
include the Skissernas Museum in Lund, Sweden and the Gotland Art Mueum (both Sweden, 2022), Konstnéarshuset,
Stockholm (2021) and Galerie Forsblom, Stockholm (2020).

About Stephen Thorpe

Stephen Thorpe was born in Margate, England in 1981. He graduated with an MA in Painting from the Royal College
of Art in London and is currently a Professor of Painting at the Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD) in Hong
Kong. Stephen Thorpe is known for his colourful, interior-based paintings, which often include everyday objects from
the 1980s or 1990s. The works are a visual manifestation of an ongoing and in-depth self-analysis of the personal and
collective unconscious mind —what Carl Jung termed “individuation.” In basic terms, the rooms are the mind. Thorpe’s
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work presents a rich tapestry of fragmented imagery. As he notes, “both processes — the process of individuation and
the process of painting — are aimed at unveiling a deeper truth and understanding of oneself.” He has been the
recipient of numerous prizes, including the Basil H. Alkazzi Foundation Scholarship, Saatchi’s Showdown Prize and the
Royal Scottish Academy’s The Skinny Award. His work is included in prominent private and museum collections and
has been featured in solo and group exhibitions at Saatchi Gallery, London, Denny Dimin Gallery, New York, Copeland
Gallery, London, Summerhall, Edinburgh and the Royal Scottish Academy, Edinburgh. In late 2022, he held a solo show
at Ora-Ora in Hong Kong titled “Enter the Forest at the Darkest Point,” and has shown with Ora-Ora at Art Basel Hong
Kong 2022 and 2023.

About Joseph Tong
Joseph Tong was born in Hong Kong in 1981. He graduated with a BA in Philosophy from King’s College, London in 2001.
He currently divides his time between Berlin, London and Hong Kong.

A multi-disciplinary artist, Tong resists categorization and challenges the viewer to reject passivity. By inviting questions
of medium and materiality through a multidisciplinary and experimental approach, his practice spans oil and ink
painting, digital art, photography, sculpture and site-specific installations. Tong advances a body of work with a dynamic
visual vocabulary that often blends digital treatments with analogue craft, as he confronts the nature of optical
perception and the idea of hypothetical reality through experiential representation. He simultaneously researches the
potential of digital image manipulation processes in cross-media application, and the development of new materialities.
The artist has previously been the subject of several solo exhibitions, including “Remembrance of Realms Past,” Avalor,
Zurich, “Obscurae,” 1AM, Munich (both 2018), and elsewhere. Recent institutional exhibitions include “Beyond the
Oecumene,” Galerie Isa, Mumbai (2019) and “Behind the Great Wall of China - New Chinese and Brazilian Art” at
Museu de Arte Brasilia, Centro Cultural Correios, Rio de Janeiro (2022). International art fairs include Abu Dhabi Art,
India Art Fair (both 2018); and Art Central Hong Kong (2016). His work can be found in the collections of Sammlung
Wemhoner, Germany; Swire Collection, UK; Soho House, Hong Kong; and other institutions around the world. His debut
solo show with Ora-Ora: "Ex Materia - The Primacy of Being," took place at Ora-Ora’s Tai Kwun gallery during Art Basel
Hong Kong 2023, where he was part of Ora-Ora’s “Cui Bono” show.

Media Enquiries
Odetti Tse | Ora-Ora | odetti@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735
Kary Ho | Ora-Ora | katy@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735
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4kB.-EBER, (Heaven-Gold) , 2022
FHEERBEER, 157 x 100 x 10 cm
B A B E47%H0 Ora-Ora 121

BRHmMENRE-BEMGERE Kiaf B (Heaven) RIER. RINFHNET EREITH TEENEE D
R, MERLEHRMEBMRELES|, ERMAET, [Heaven] —fARIBERESHILEKIE, JFMEEEE LM
REFRE, B, BRIVERMERNBEBEHEENLS., 5 BEAMNKHEEE (IKB Ground) I, IV
& VI (Bt 2023 FAIE) AIEATHERRESERANE, XM TIEMBER K E S BT EE
(International Klein Blue) , MUILEA TBEMBEMNAREEFE. BENAZBEFED, MhAvsHEEIR
HBE BERATRERI—EEHER.
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Hr#EH-RE (A Mythical Intersection Between Two Worlds) , 2023
HEME, 152x132cm
& A R E#T5 A Ora-Ora 124

HEF RESXEENNENMERBHRMEEHI, & 2022 FAIET (Enter the Forest and Lose Your
Mind and Find your Soul) % {The Depths of the Forest is Where Silent Minds and Deep Souls Can Be Found)
MIEER. EREERNEZZINERED, FMRBEAFEEENZHEER, KRARSKEBRNEKRKE.
AT HEAAMER, EEBRER, HFMEEBARKEFR, HHBESBR. FMRERDE RN E
B, ARESHRFEFHNK, BMTEIEGEAR. FLENERUREXESHPB M IENEEFETERIN
BENMAELY, FEEE, REEREAR  BEHEEMERNEZ NEEMNEX. BRYHZEEREE.

RETMEEMBTANETHNBEEMEHE, RELERNELIOEAGAIFRL, SIERXRALB, Ora-Ora EXZ
BHEEZ—, MERHFLHNHE (A Mythical Intersection Between Two Worlds) (2023) —— i

HREE—EAREKY, EMHEamEREFZ—.
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BEFR, {ExMateria (Transfiguration) / Part IV) , 2023
K. SHAEE . UV MR, 2E, 145x 118.5 x 4.5 cm (TEf)
& A R E#TZH Ora-Ora 12

BEFRAERMUERE, FBEETFEN (Ex Materia) &%, 9514 {Ex Materia (Chrysalis)) Parts I, lll, VI
IX % { Ex Materia (Transfiguration)) PartIV (&&# 2023 FAI1E) | T’En%%‘?*%‘ﬁ%&éﬁ%ﬁl . RIDX
Z—H {Ex Materia (Chrysalis)) MBIERHERELNKE, SRHESRE. M. THEHBHSHE
B, BRIEHSENEFEELNSRECESER, ﬁﬁb,ﬂ.ﬂ*@%&ﬁiﬁﬂﬁ’\Eﬁkﬁmﬁ%ﬁ’]?ﬁ #
9%, MAEEHEIES, FrRGEABEE ERETAE. MEE (Ex Materia) RIIEZE| T/ OIEERHE
2 8 (Hermann Rorschach) B3, WiEHOEEBEMNSETR. SiEESEBE—EEASF, REEHHN
AR EBEMER. Alt, 8RB EENSDEERER N RESHTEERNEENRMEEZF,
EREEEBENREBREE 2023 BXFE Ora-Ora 2, B EZHMEIHER, W AENT). BEEKEE
THEEEREREEMEREZ A EREIMEZE,
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BZHE, (There, rainbow in the sunset_202345) , 2023
fEME, 91 x 73cm
B A B E47%H Ora-Ora 121

RFEERHPNERERITEE —EABEB LR, BRiBKRERETFENHR. (There, the Sunrise)

(2023) MEBREMIFZHLOKG, ERBER—IREELUMEN, AFZREEKNRRE. EREETERE
SEHBRIRFNA) $hEm BRI A9 4E 5%, 12—257% (There, Rainbow in the Sunset) (2023) FrtNE., EFRKAE—&IE
mPERNR IMESSREES, EEH IRT —WSEEEBRNEE, WHEELNAENKS, Ora-Ora HEEF
RFEHELNMEEREKENEESY, FEME 11 BETEESEARNNTESEE), HIHE.

KiEE, Ora-Ora &2 2023 ££ 10 2NN ERBRMNEMNENEESE (Asia Now) |, BREZNSEE
TR E Genesis Kai. #fEMm (William Lim) % 324 (Sophie Cheung) -

(52)

dit

HEEBERENEESE (Kiaf SEOUL)

e BHEER COX BEEZBERE T, E=EE Hall A&B, B{I A457, Ora-Ora
EEREERAE  2023F9H6H (TH 1= L 8B
KEREENE 202398 7HZE10H



&R EE 10 9T K68 3 B 105-107 =
M s 2167-8735 Ei#: info@ora-ora.com
445 www.ora-ora.com

B Ora-Ora

Ora-Ora 2006 EREBML, Wil AHESAIFIANREZENRESE. BINENR NMEEBRENEMA
RREMTERE EERFANRZRH. EXRBRBEBNEFGREENERERE, HXMNEREEN
HRBEEAEHSR, Ora-Ora HEEANNE BREEHEMNES, XNEEHEER. RENENENH
#E., RORPZEEINARAL, BFHEE WRHERILK REEMREKEEMN. BUNFIER. M
TEHRERE, HtFZMOEEETHRNBHRE SERANENTREEZSKEMI.

RirIHRE LS Ora-Ora BFERIGBA, WEREFBEBMHEH SAIRA, ZMEEEEEEZTERNENE
RS TERET TEIEM,

BREZEE (YiYileong-eun)
HEFaR 1977 FHERMFKET. & 2005 F, EFERRBETERASZREEMELEN, WK 2009 F
PRRKRESELTEN, EFKEEe@EER L%,

RERNERBEZMROREAEE, THABRFANEL. KREEEEE. EFRARRE TREXE
FISER, ko © [RER T BPRNENEBINAES 1Y, MiFdBEERBRNER. REBRNAR
g RlrmsEiE mMEANERRRERRELFBERENRARBENREIBERNR, LRKELENER

MEGNERZ2R. | RBRUKREFREWMAEND, BItEMRAEZNE LREE. EFERPR (KB
AREEYHNBHERRRARIBEMNE, HERGERZOSZYNHETZ—. RERALE, BXEAR

BT, HERBRARN—ELEY. |

BEFRINFERTEZXER, BI5EE T Shinsegae Gallery 9 [The Hyman Gesture Towards Perfection]. 7
E24R45 Print Bakery B9 [There, Breaking Through], IR & ® Gallery Choi B9 [On Being Alive| (&7 2022 £
2247) . BREAB MR EEIET mM Art Center A9 [Wild Wild West| (2023). B Atertain Gallery 9 [All
That Drawing] (2022) XX & & Art Space Hoseo Y [Restart 3040 (2022), EFKMNEREEELRE, &
K B1E Keumyang International. Tesco Training Academy. LG. Woori Asset Management. Ujung Art Center

jaragaray
S

BNEE-EER (Juri Markkula)
KREBER 1970 FEARSHEETEE. it 2002 FRERETFENEREMERR, RERFATRMEHN
FEHEE.

A (RGBY RFIERT, BENEHMAETLE. ENMEFTIE=ATE, ER 360 o HFHRFHRLEMN
EHUHEFTHZIRE, KR NERMEENHRARNBESREI N TR HOMEFES. i (RGB)
RIIBHABARNBUORIE, EERGEEREMAIE, TLBHFHRK. thaE T —ERANERRIE,
HEARIR. &, EZME. BRETHFERK, THEETHFTRAL. AEEAEARNBRES, i
SirEE T Rk, AEE—EiNR. SMIEE, EEBGERTEANMMENAE. K (Interference)
ZIMERBERMRIBEXEBHRIRE, R T eRMREYNELEAS, RTEX. BENRINETFHEEE
SIEMHEERE. SEEEMHRE (BRI LORE. BEBA 1, (Interference) REFTIRFVIE—
XE, BBBYAREM EASCKBERRENEE. SEFEREHNTEER SENETHEEAEIRA
OEEXNFEEEERLE, &% (LaDivinaCommedia) , MK 2019 ff, KRB BERNMENENR—ES
AR S T R KT dul (CIK) MBGEIER, HETREBZ AR RITEEEMLHL.



&R EE 10 9T K68 3 B 105-107 =
AQJ:QLQ_ra* Exf: 2167-8735 &) info@ora-ora.com
44y www.ora-ora.com

KB FERHE Ora-Ora E1ERREGE 2020 F£FREA [Interaction] MRE, BEFEER/ILEREMAER,
DURESECEFENENRE, HMREOIE 2020 EEENEAHESTHTE Forblom ZEEFMNTES
[Best of Forsblom] HIRE, 2019 F4 M4t 5L Bror Hjorths Hus 2 9T R84 [Ekfras] HIRE.

R ETE 5% (Stephen Thorpe)

Hr&FRE 1981 FHANEBEEEFEENEN—E/NESER. hWE2ENHEIRERENE R, BSeEE
T4, IRAEZEBENAZATERETERT (Savannah College of Art and Design) HY(&=HU%, I {EM4
SEERBAE MR AT .

FHFRENELEENZTNREMNHE T, BLESHE ST 20 #iC 80 £/ 90 FRNBEYMR. RE
MERE—EHEAANMKRERAFERRANNBRMTNEERR—FH BB (ALl . &m
B2, FEBZEANCE. RENERERH—BEESENESR. FNMMAEHN, [EmERE—AI@F
HiBENEENBE—HRESERTERBEANEHENE A CHER. |

&R REES THLIRIE, 847 Basil H. Alkazzi B£21Z ¢ Saatchi's Showdown ¥, ERIEEHERZER
§) The Skinny %, fhAERHE BN ANBXEWEMBGE, FEMHFSHBRERMER, HHEHFE%E
AT EEAERE. FERENT TEREYE. RBNESER. FRNRLTHER. B TENEEZ
mEYE. BT ERHEHERERMEETENEREHEBLEMNRE, MURTE Ora-Ora 2022 FHEEEE
BEMNBESM 2022 FEEHENNEEBERENEEE LR ERRY.

B EFR (Joseph Tong)
EYR, 1981 EHEREH. 2001 FEENRBE TS ETEBELEM, Bt Rl TEAHER. &

EA—RHEELERTRNENR, BETRIEBHWESR. FEURER, TEREBERNEXER. LR
ZENNERMENEEREBENEME, RATHE. K2, BUEFN. B2, BENEEFENTR
EBTER. BEYRMNENESBAEMNL Hte THAERENRR TE2ETE TBREEERREEN
BRANAGNHRENRE. BT RURBSHRBMEGEEEEFEETOER, BAORMRFTTR.

EYfREHEMEZRER, BIGEERBRHM LS (Avalor) 29 [Remembrance of Realms Past] . HEEH
BRI E (IAM) £223%AY [Obscurae| . ZEFRTEEZM (Galerie Isa, Mumbai) £2##89 [The Oecumene
1. TREMZHEHER. ETREPSENEERESTEAZMEYEE (Museu de Arte Brasilia) . £
£y N E kit (Centro Cultural Correios) FIERRZ 40T CPFL #1532 (Instituto CPFL) £23###4 [Behind the
Great Wall of China - New Chinese and Brazilian Art] . E2HENEEENRENFILLLENRE. EERNE
EgMEE Art Central, MVEmMHETEZHAESEALE, HHPEEER Sammlung Wemhaoner, [
ANEEE. &# Soho House %,

AR (Odetti Tse) | Ora-Ora | odetti@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735
A% (KatyHo ) | Ora-Ora | katyho@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735




