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HONG KONG - July 7, 2023 Ora-Ora is pleased to announce a group show of entirely female artists, comprising
contributions from Peng Wei, Huang Dan, Zhang Yanzi and Nina Pryde. The title is “Semper Femina.”

Semper Femina —always, eternally a woman — explores issues that encapsulate the essence of womanhood, delving
into the layered contours of femininity. It serves as a platform to amplify, celebrate and explore the unique qualities
of women, unveiling a rich tapestry of experiences, emotions, and perspectives. The layered themes are rooted in the
aesthetic of contemporary ink, spanning animation to collage and ink on paper.

The title is an abbreviated quotation from Book IV of “The Aeneid” by Roman epic poet Virgil (70 BC to 19BC). The full
sentence, “Varium et mutabile semper femina” translates as “Woman is always a variable and changeable thing.” The
exhibition ruminates not only on what it means to be female, but on the perceptions, judgments and limitations
historically placed on women by wider society.

In the words of Ora-Ora co-founder and CEO, Henrietta Tsui-Leung, “We have represented all four artists for several
years, but have never before created a show anchored by their identity as women. This is an opportunity to celebrate
the unique qualities of the female journey as a whole, through the subjective viewpoints of our artists as individuals.”
Dr. Leung continued: “The path to unity and equality may lie in acknowledging and understanding differences.”
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Peng Wei, Six Roots: Body (Screenshot), 2021-2022
Animation
Courtesy of artist and Ora-Ora

Peng Wei is one of China’s most celebrated artists, and one of three (with the exception of Nina Pryde) who is based
in Beijing. Ora-Ora will be presenting her “Six Roots (Six Senses) Series” (2021-2022). A first time showing in Hong
Kong, this animated series is whimsical, gently humorous, unsettling and occasionally provocative. Unlike the senses
typically understood in western biology, the six faculties in the title originate from Buddhism and refer to human
drivers of perception: eyes, ears, nose, tongue, body, and finally, thoughts. The works radiates playfulness and witty
humour, with her trademark combinations of historical styles, unsettling discrepancies and pleasures of beauty.

Each animation portrays a separate scene of women alone, or interacting with men around them. They investigate the
slow evolution of attitudes towards female empowerment, retribution, repressed violence and the limitations placed
on women. The individual female characters in the animations may allude to the artist herself, and personal
experiences or situations she has endured or observed. By extension, they carry particular relevance to female identity.

Huang Dan, Kindness, 2019
Ink and colour on paper, 98 x 98 cm
Courtesy of artist and Ora-Ora
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Huang Dan’s ink on paper leans into a rhythm of constancy and simplicity. The simplicity is echoed in a pared-down
colour palette, offering a sense of cleanliness and space. Artworks such as “Accommodation” and “Kindness” (both
2019) call back to the blues and oranges of Huang Dan’s earlier landscape paintings populated by horses, children and
wildlife. However, where those paintings provided breadth and scale, these artworks zoom in and deconstruct. They
focus on a carefully ordered line of plants, deliberately reducing vibrant life forms to a dual-hued pattern. This lens is
consistent with the artist’s gradual journey towards nothingness, in her words: “a process from much, to half, to less...
to none.” The artworks may hint at the erasure of the female voice or narrative over the millennia, and how human
struggles merge into the background and into disregard when they become so familiar and everyday.

Zhang Yanzi, Registration (166), 2014
Jute Paper, Ink and Wash, etc., 40 x 40 cm
Courtesy of artist and Ora-Ora

Zhang Yanzi was the subject of Ora-Ora’s first solo show in its new Tai Kwun space in 2022, and returns as a key part
of our group show. The artist investigates the frailties of the body and the psyche through creative use of materials,
and her highly contemporary practice of ink painting. Her continued path towards greater understanding of the human
condition is a spiritual quest and journey of growth which is irrepressible. Her pathway towards healing is not an end
in itself but a never-ending journey of remedy, respite and reconciliation with oneself and with the world. Ora-Ora will
be showing her “Registration” series (2009-2013) which seeks beauty and order from amidst the tragedy, transience
and anxiety of mortality. Colourful pills are arranged as if forming a game of solitaire, each offering their own hues,
shadows and shapes, signifying the pain and joys at the individual, as well as the collective level. Zhang Yanzi’s sensitive
investigation of the uncertainties of human existence are amplified and filtered through her personal experiences as
daughter, mother, artists and woman.
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Nina Pryde, Magical Mountains, 2022
Ink, mixed media on paper, 40 x 145 cm
Courtesy of artist and Ora-Ora

Hong Kong-based Nina Pryde’s ink and collage works present tableaux of journeys from misty mountains to cityscapes,
blue afternoons to orange sunsets. Recent paintings including “Magical Mountains” (2022) and “Perfection” (2021)
are large-scale triptychs (at 1.45m and 1.83m of height respectively) in which recognizable sights of Hong Kong are
visible peaking out from the semi-abstract splendour of a neo-classical landscape. Her artworks reflect her perception
of nature as “mysterious, beautiful and sometimes foreboding,” and are rooted in her formation as a woman
throughout the evolutions and iterations of wartime and post-war Hong Kong. Whilst nature evolves at a gradual pace,
the agility and adaptability required to thrive in a changing urban, political and social landscape are significant. As
equality battles are won, new opportunities, responsibilities and challenges peak out through the mist.

“Semper Femina” is a platform for female artists as individuals to bring their own voice, vision, and artistic language
to the forefront, offering a multifaceted exploration of the feminine spirit. By gathering the distinctive
weltanschauungen of leading female artists, we are reminded of the enduring strength, resilience, and transformative
power of women throughout history and in our present times.

END
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About Huang Dan

Huang Dan graduated with a BA from the Department of Traditional Chinese Painting at Beijing’s Central Academy of
Fine Arts in 2001. In 2004, she was awarded an MA from the same institution. She lives and works in Beijing. Huang
Danis spurred on by an impressionist instinct of stripping away extraneity, reducing colours, moods and forms to focus
on the essentials. She asserts her bold yet harmonious vision of the past, presenting forward movement from her
inspirations rather than a radical schism. Recurring motifs within her works include young children, horses and
acrobats — all take part in a journey “from much, to half, to less... to none.” Her series in gold at Art Basel Hong Kong
2022, and her investigation of close-up perspectives on plant-life underline her ability to take her work into new
directions while still on a trajectory towards simplicity.

Recent exhibitions have included “Inspirations” (2018) and “Lagom” (2020) at Ora-Ora, Taipei Dangdai (2019) and
several exhibitions with Ora-Ora at Art Basel Hong Kong, most recently in 2022. Also in 2022, she was the subject of a
solo show at Ora-Ora in Hong Kong titled “When You Rise.

About Nina Pryde

Nina Pryde studied under Wucius Wong at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, followed by a master’s course from
the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology and the Hong Kong School of Art. Based in the Pryde Studio in Fotan, she
lives and works in Hong Kong.

Nina Pryde draws on Chinese philosophy and her personal journey as an artist born on the day Hong Kong was
liberated from Japanese occupation. Creating collaged landscapes of the rolling hills and slate skies of Hong Kong, her
output points to an affinity with the terrain of her native country and that of Japan where she has travelled extensively.
Having begun her artistic career in the realm of pottery, she has become highly regarded for her layered interpretation
of modern ink. Her ability to complement and pair ink, brush and paper with subtle, documentary additions points to
the flexibility and constant inventiveness of herself and the medium.

Her works are in the collections of The University Museum and Art Gallery of Hong Kong University and The Landmark
Mandarin Oriental Hotel, as well as many private organizations. Exhibitions with Ora-Ora include “Infinity,” Taipei
Dangdai (both 2019), Art15, London (2015) and Fine Art Asia, Hong Kong (2014). She has also shown at Art Central and
at Ink Global (both in Hong Kong, 2021).

About Peng Wei

Peng Wei was born in Chengdu, China in 1974. She received her bachelor’s degree in Chinese Painting, Oriental Cultural
Art from Nankai University (1997), followed by a Master’s degree in Philosophy from the same institution (2000). She
currently works in Beijing as a senior member at the Beijing Fine Art Academy and member of the China Fine Arts
Association.

Peng Wei’s artworks harness ink to merge the past with the present through unique and surprising juxtapositions.
Recurrent threads of her work include the depiction of clothing, fans and scholars’ rocks, her use of scrolls, and her
pairing of texts of western thinkers with classical Chinese imagery, to skew or re-interpret our assumptions of the past.
Humour and affection are never far from the surface; in the words of the artist, “I always strive to create a more
perfect work. We need perfection, but the meaning of life lies not in perfection, but in love.”

Her works have been collected by The Cleveland Museum of Art, the Museum of Fine Arts Boston, the Asian Art
Museum of San Francisco, the Brooklyn Museum, M+ Museum, the Hong Kong Museum of Art, the National Art
Museum of China, Suzhou Museum, the Guangdong Museum of Art, the He Xiangning Art Museum, the Beijing Fine
Art Academy Museum, the Sigg Collection, the DSL Collection,and the Princeton University Art Museum among others.

Her solo exhibitions include “Migrations of Memory—The Poetry and Power of Music” at the Cleveland Museum of
Art (2022) “Feminine Space: Peng Wei” at the Guangdong Museum of Art (2020), “Old Tales Retold” at Tang
Contemporary Art (2019) and “l Thought of You” at the Suzhou Museum (2017). She has exhibited at the Venice
Biennale (2017) and several times with Ora-Ora at Art Basel Hong Kong, in solo shows, and at Asia Now in Paris (2022).
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About Zhang Yanzi

Zhang Yanzi lives and works in Beijing, where she is a professor at the Central Academy of Fine Arts (CAFA). Her work
explores the frailty and resilience of the human body. An artist of range, multiplicity and invention, she has frequently
investigated themes of wellness, medicine and psychological vulnerability. In so doing, she harnesses diverse materials
in her quest to contemplate the essence of a human spirit encased in a fragile, mortal form.

Zhang Yanzi’s art may be seen at the National Art Museum of China, the Jiangsu Provincial Art Museum, the CAFA Art
Museum, M+ and the Audemars Piguet Museum, among others. Recent museum shows include 2016’s “Essence” at
Hong Kong’s Museum of Medical Sciences. In 2018, she held two six-month solo shows in the UK, one at the Museum
of East Asian Art in Bath, and the other at the Surgeon’s Hall Museums in Edinburgh, Scotland. She has shown regularly
with Ora-Ora at Art Basel Hong Kong as well as being the subject of several solo shows at the gallery, most recently
“Where the Heart is” (2021).

About Ora-Ora

Ora-Ora began in Hong Kong in 2006 and quickly established itself as a force and catalyst for innovation and openness
of expression. Academically rigorous and philosophically-minded, our artists embody a fresh spirit of curiosity and
enquiry. By interpreting and re-evaluating established frameworks of thought, they pursue unforeseen perspectives
on the world around us. Ora-Ora believes in the power of eschewing boundaries and limitations, and combines an
esteem for ancient traditions with a passion for the most contemporary and ground-breaking artistic media. Long
recognized for our successful development of Asian creative talent, we have grown to represent artists from Asia,
Europe and the US. Restlessly broadening our horizons, we continue to develop alliances and partnerships with
institutions worldwide to enable discovery of our artists in new environments.

Dr. Henrietta Tsui-Leung, co-founder of Ora-Ora, is also co-founder of the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association, which
has played a lead role in nurturing the diverse and thriving art ecosystem in the city.

Semper Femina

A group show of Huang Dan, Nina Pryde, Peng Wei and Zhang Yanzi
18 July — 20 August, 2023

Ora-Ora, Tai Kwun, Hong Kong

Media Enquiries
Odetti Tse | Ora-Ora | odetti@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735
Katy Ho | Ora-Ora | katyho@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735
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