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Draft Content Announcement

XIAO XU SOLO SHOW
“THE RESOUNDING CHASM” AT ORA-ORA

Xiao Xu, Follow the Light, 2022
Ink on paper, 54 x 40 cm

HONG KONG - January 5, 2023 Ora-Ora is pleased to announce a new solo show by acclaimed Beijing-based artist
Xiao Xu. The title is The Resounding Chasm. Ora-Ora presents seven new artworks, all executed during or
shortly before the onset of the pandemic, a period which the artist spent in China’s capital city of Beijing. In
the midst of a public health emergency, there were few outlets to escape the seclusion of home. The artist
explored Beijing’s parks, experiencing unexpected revelations and unforeseen psychological realizations
which were the impetus for this show.

The title alludes to the idea of time as a fungible concept. The pandemic has intervened to slow, speed up or distort
time within individual perception. Visualizing time as a river or landscape before him, the artist hears passions and
emotions as echoes in its chasms. Employing humour and surrealist imagery to illustrate his realization, Xiao Xu calls
to mind a line from Gong Zizhen, a poet of the Qing Dynasty: “Countless stars die, and the moon falls into the forest."
The visit of the moon to earth becomes an illustration and metaphor for the suspension of normality and the artist’s
embrace of the surreal and the pathetic fallacy.

Xiao Xu’s instantly recognizable signature style has won great acclaim from his peers and immense popularity with
collectors. He works with ink on paper, employing an innovative layering method which creates a unique visual effect.
By repeatedly adding ink colour to previously dry ink, he creates a rich texture-like depth. He is a maestro of darkness,
forging a path of deep shadow, tipping the balance of chiaroscuro in favour of velvety midnight hues. Xiao Xu's
paintings harness the brush, ink and paper of classical times, pairing the past with a contemporary theatricality in his
choice of subject, arrangement and inspiration.

In the words of Ora-Ora co-founder and CEO, Henrietta Tsui-Leung, “Xiao Xu is an artist with a reverence for classical
technique, whose painting is highly contemporary in theme and subject. As we emerge from the shadow of the
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pandemic, The Resounding Chasm couldn’t be more topical. This is an exhibition which explores a world of darkness
and shadow, and yet is anchored in self-knowledge and humanity.”

Beset by the strictures of enforced solitude, the parks of Beijing gave the artist free rein to explore within and
without. The topography he saw before him was as much psychological as it was material. Personal insights and
subjective realizations become a guiding light. Roaming in parkland presented unlikely juxtapositions and eerie events,
moments which are refracted in Xu’s paintings through soap bubbles, and conjured up by the summoning of sika deer
and tigers into the murky realm before us. The parks became a framework for a series of pivotal moments of realization
and mental insight. Within the park, episodic interior revelations were a constant accompaniment.

Confronted with an unknown future and uncomfortable present, the artist experienced moments of involuntary
laughter and levity, an innate self-healing response to an enveloping helplessness. Xu embraced the restorative vigour
of humour. In the painting Day of Rest (2021), Xiao Xu explores the comedy of the unexpected, riffing on Edouard
Manet’s Le déjeuner sur I’herbe (1863). The arrangement of clouds, tablecloths, flowers and detritus creates a tableau
which is an extension of the artist’s involuntary laughter. Xu’s joke on himself seems indivisible from the joke that the
world was playing on us.

In Follow the Light (2022), the artist recalls one afternoon in a Beijing park, in which the sun shone on the lake and
reflected golden light before him. The artist found himself transfixed by the shimmering, bejewelled glare, overcome
with a feeling that time had stood still. In periods of emotional upheaval, time is a fungible concept. The echoes of the
past live on in a way which cannot be explained by mathematical or horological means. Follow the Light captures
shades of Walter Benjamin's theory of Messianic time and prompts discussion on the nature of memory.

Xiao Xu, Rebirth, 2019
Ink on paper, 60 x 40 cm

In another work, Rebirth (2019), the artist looks back on his youth, and recalls the trepidation he felt on first contact
with René Magritte’s surrealism. In this work, he borrows characters and characteristics from Magritte’s paintings.
Hovering between the real and the virtual on the cusp of the pandemic’s onslaught, the artist thereby turns his original
sense of apprehension into a catalyst for combatting the unknown.

Ora-Ora invites visitors to join the artist’s journey, entering a realm of past, present and future. The darkness before
us is resonant of the human experience; a world of mystery, fantasy and shared understandings.

END
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About Xiao Xu
Xiao Xu was born in Chongqing in 1983. He graduated from Sichuan Fine Arts Institute with a Bachelor’s degree and
Master’s degree in Chinese Painting department in 2007 and 2010. He lives and works in Beijing.

Xiao Xu explores and deconstructs the tradition of Chinese ink painting, writing a poetic mystery that both bonds and
merges past and present, reality and fiction. His historic and literary inspirations, combined with his immersion in the
visual narrative of art history, film and drama are dyed and woven deep into his output. Magical realism and the spatial
aesthetics of drama form a gateway to a world of subdued hues, yet bursting with vivacity and colour. The artist forms
a quiet, poetic arena, unexpectedly replete with recessive, dangerous tension. His themes reflect the complicated
circumstances, lived experiences and introspective speculations of the diverse array of individuals we meet in society.

The Resounding Chasm is Xiao Xu’s first solo show with Ora-Ora since Streams of Eventide in 2018. Other solo shows
include Envisioning the Immortal Island at MOCA Studio Taipei, and he has regularly shown with Ora-Ora at Art Basel
Hong Kong.

About Ora-Ora

Ora-Ora began in Hong Kong in 2006 and quickly established itself as a force and catalyst for innovation and openness
of expression. Academically rigorous and philosophically-minded, our artists embody a fresh spirit of curiosity and
enquiry. By interpreting and re-evaluating established frameworks of thought, they pursue unforeseen perspectives
on the world around us. Ora-Ora believes in the power of eschewing boundaries and limitations, and combines an
esteem for ancient traditions with a passion for the most contemporary and ground-breaking artistic media. Long
recognized for our successful development of Asian creative talent, we have grown to represent artists from Asia,
Europe and the US. Restlessly broadening our horizons, we continue to develop alliances and partnerships with
institutions worldwide to enable discovery of our artists in new environments.

Dr. Henrietta Tsui-Leung, co-founder of Ora-Ora, is also co-founder of the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association, which
has played a lead role in nurturing the diverse and thriving art ecosystem in the city.

The Resounding Chasm

A solo show by Xiao Xu

From 19 January to 5 March, 2023
Ora-Ora, Tai Kwun, Hong Kong

Media Enquiries
Odetti Tse | Ora-Ora | odetti@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735
Katy Ho | Ora-Ora | katyho@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735
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