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For Immediate Release

SOLO EXHIBITION AT ORA-ORA: ERASING TIME BY SOPHIE CHEUNG

Sophie Cheung, Erasing News: Jumbo, 2022
Newspaper ink on erasers
58.5x35x1.5cm
Courtesy of artist and Ora-Ora

HONG KONG - July 13, 2022 Ora-Ora is pleased to announce its first solo show by multi-disciplinary Hong Kong artist
Sophie Cheung Hing Yee. The exhibition runs from August 24 to September 18, 2022.

Titled Erasing Time, Sophie Cheung investigates states of “in betweenness,” incarnating situations of permanent
uncertainty, and breathing life into transience and ephemerality. In so doing, she dismantles seemingly inevitable,
unmoveable forces of time and location, offering alternative perceptions of the world, and new possibilities.

A life-long advocate and activist for disability rights and mental health causes, Sophie Cheung’s practice undermines
perceived boundaries and demarcations, empowering the inanimate or overlooked with properties of agency and self-
determination.
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In subtle allusion to the Chinese proverb of crossing the river by feeling the stones, she seeks pathways which navigate
their way between past and present, between her home and other places she has lived, and between opposite
viewpoints of history and current affairs. Her artworks are in a state of motion, not inhabiting either pole, merging
time and place and forging new ways forward.

Sophie Cheung invests items of mundanity with eerie charisma. Artworks including Erasing News: Flash of Light (2022)
were completed during her master’s degree at Goldsmiths in London. The artwork constitutes 600 erasers with the
newsprint of UK newspapers published between December, 2021 and March, 2022. The act of rubbing newspapers
with erasers involves the transference of ink from the former entity to the latter. This is a transformative process for
the two protagonists, a simultaneous effort of addition and subtraction of matter. The erasers, at first with the distant
impenetrability of stone or marble, gradually reveal their softness, and their inherent imperfections upon contact.
Responding to the urgency of news across the political spectrum with a simple act of erasing, Sophie Cheung both
preserves and eradicates. As if urging calm by force majeure, she intervenes to lessen the impact of the written
message whilst elevating its materiality into an object of artistic scrutiny.
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Sophie Cheung, Erasing News: Petrichor of Plants, 2022
Newspaper ink on erasers
58.5x35x1.5cm
Courtesy of artist and Ora-Ora

The erasers become subjects of their own destiny, capable of eliciting empathy. Like bars of soap, they occupy the
space between hard and soft, they lose their shape and strength even as they take on the characteristics of the bodies
they interact with. Coming together in one artwork, they assume a group identity whilst retaining their individual
stories and motives. The result hovers between the past and the present, a synthesis of viewpoints, sorrows and
celebrations, merged into a state which is constantly temporary.

As a counterpoint to the UK-sourced publications, Erasing News: Eternal Colour (2022) is composed of ink erased from
Hong Kong newspapers, created on the artist’s return to her home city, a time of fresh energy, reappraisal and
inspiration. Erasing News: London Hue (2021) combines the newsprint of both cities. The cacophony of history,
alternate vantage points and strident assertions is synthesized, reduced and commemorated in a state of suspension.
Existential threats, discord, dissent and division are silenced but leave their trace. Ranged together in a frame, the
united front of the erasers is a unity that contains the constant threat of breaking apart.

There are several artworks within the show which extend the concept further. Vicissitude | and 1l (2022) and Frozen
Fire (2021) are ballpoint pen drawings directly onto the eraser. The works exploit the unique materiality of the
surface, which dissolves ball pen ink and transform its presence into new colours. Red, when applied, takes on the
shimmering hue of the light at sunset or sunrise over the skies of London; black is transformed into blue, redolent of
the still popular chinoiserie designs of UK domestic crockery.

Vestiges of the past come forward ineluctably, with occasional residues of the shan shui landscapes and ceramics of
the classical past visible in her work. Consistent with the artist’s unwillingness to accept confines of time and place,
the use of ink is a recognition and realization of the validity of heritage and history. The versatility of the medium
mirrors the millennia-old journey of ink itself, with the eraser converting the prosaic and the tangible into abstract
formations.

END
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About Ora-Ora

Ora-Ora began in Hong Kong in 2006 and quickly established itself as a force and catalyst for innovation and openness
of expression. Academically rigorous and philosophically-minded, our artists embody a fresh spirit of curiosity and
enquiry. By interpreting and re-evaluating established frameworks of thought, they pursue unforeseen perspectives
on the world around us. Ora-Ora believes in the power of eschewing boundaries and limitations, and combines an
esteem for ancient traditions with a passion for the most contemporary and ground-breaking artistic media. Long
recognized for our successful development of Asian creative talent, we have grown to represent artists from Asia,
Europe and the US. Restlessly broadening our horizons, we continue to develop alliances and partnerships with
institutions worldwide to enable discovery of our artists in new environments.

Dr. Henrietta Tsui-Leung, co-founder of Ora-Ora, is also co-founder of the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association, which has
played a lead role in nurturing the diverse and thriving art ecosystem in the city.

About Sophie Cheung

Sophie Cheung Hing Yee was born in Hong Kong in 1983. She graduated with a BA (Fine Art) from RMIT University, a
Diploma in Fine Art from Hong Kong Art School and a Certificate in Visual Arts at The Art School, Hong Kong Arts Centre
(2004). She recently completed an MA in Applied Anthropology and Community Arts at Goldsmiths, University of
London.

Sophie Cheung is a life-long advocate and activist for disability rights and mental health causes, and is the author of
books and poetry on this and other subjects. Investigating themes of in-betweenness, and the concept of the subjectile
— a paradoxical fusion of both subject and object — she harnesses items of disposable mundanity to philosophical ends.
Her tools include erasers, pens and newspapers.

Previous exhibitions include Stains of Time at Gallery HZ, Hong Kong (2020) and Soften Stones at Précédée Hong Kong
(2018).

Media Enquiries
Isaac Wong | Ora-Ora | isaac@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735
Odetti Tse | Ora-Ora | odetti@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735
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