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For Immediate Release

JUNE SOLO EXHIBITION AT ORA-ORA: WHEN YOU RISE BY HUANG DAN

Huang Dan, Duality, 2022, Gold leaf on canvas, 60 x 80 x 3 cm (Courtesy of the artist and Ora-Ora)

HONG KONG - June 22, 2022 Ora-Ora is pleased to announce a thrilling new solo show by Beijing-based artist Huang
Dan at its Tai Kwun gallery in Hong Kong. The show runs from June 29, 2022 to August 7, 2022.

Titled When You Rise, Huang Dan presents her new Gold Series for the first time in a gallery exhibition (some of the
series were recently shown at Art Basel Hong Kong in May 2022). The series is made of gold leaf on canvas, which
represents a new approach for an artist previously known for her ink on paper.

The title is a reference to 1969 Beatles’ classic “Golden Slumbers”, a paeon to the carefree days of childhood and the
peaceful night of sleep that only a child may know. The lyric “When You Rise” alludes to waking for a new day. In
paintings Tranquillity and Composure, the artist portrays that empty midpoint between calm inaction and active
agency, which is analogous to the moment of waking. We all leave the world of infancy behind to challenge and
navigate the world on our own terms, and “Golden Slumbers” is a title of optimism and of possibility, befitting a new
day, and fresh evidence of Huang Dan’s quest to frame her philosophy in bold new ways.

In When You Rise, Huang Dan references the use of gold in iconography, and its later contemporary manifestations
by artists such as Gustav Klimt. Where gold was once used as a background, bathing the mortal in the shimmering light
of heavenly rays, she instead places gold centre stage.
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Huang Dan, Piercing, 2022, Gold leaf on canvas, 30 x 30 x 2.5 cm (Courtesy of the artist and Ora-Ora)

Her subjects include themes and motifs that are central to Huang Dan’s practice: horses, snakes, monkeys and
mountain ranges are all represented. Alchemizing ink into fluid gilt, she continues to deny any narrative or motives on
the part of the creatures traced and illustrated. Huang Dan once described this journey towards the minimal, “from
much, to half, to less... to none.” In this show, the artist depicts states of separation and of unity with the same
dispassionate eye. Even group scenes are devoid of story or intent. Where animals appear together, such as in Parallel
and Equanimity, Huang Dan simultaneously radiates the aura of affection and family, whilst continuing on a path
towards nothingness and abstraction.

For an artist whose handling of ink on paper has been a lifelong commitment, the radical pivot to gold creates inherent
opportunities. Visually, this is a surface which reflects, denies transparency and obviates scrutiny. Symbolically, this is
a medium which projects power. Emerging from a dark background, gold looms from the twilight, both illuminating
and dominating.

Huang Dan’s use of gold is itself an acknowledgement of the lasting fascination and value of this most desired
commodity. The artist’s constancy in her choice of imagery forms a natural echo with the immutable attractions of
gold itself. Huang Dan’s horses, whose contours form a subliminal connection to the shan shui paintings of the classical
past add to a sense of the timeless and the immoveable. In the thousands of years that gold has been sourced, mined
and craved by mankind it retains a powerful combination of warmth, power, mysticism and portable value to those
that collect it. From “Goldfinger” to the Gold Standard, it straddles the cultural and economic sagas of our recent
memory.

Whilst gold represents solidity of form and constancy of value, it is also adaptable, fungible and versatile. Visitors to
the show are encouraged to come back repeatedly, to observe how light changes the paintings themselves at various
times of day. As Huang Dan seeks the patterns and rhythms in life, she creates images which constantly morph and
reform according to the prevailing light and shades. The animals become a proxy for the vicissitudes of a changing
universe, forging their own path, at once static and unpredictably varied.
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As Huang Dan journeys towards abstraction, these paintings are a departure and a continuation all at once. The title
“When You Rise” allows the visitor to reflect on new beginnings, possibilities, dreams and intentions, as the world
wakes up.

END

About Ora-Ora

Ora-Ora began in Hong Kong in 2006 and quickly established itself as a force and catalyst for innovation and openness
of expression. Academically rigorous and philosophically-minded, our artists embody a fresh spirit of curiosity and
enquiry. By interpreting and re-evaluating established frameworks of thought, they pursue unforeseen perspectives
on the world around us. Ora-Ora believes in the power of eschewing boundaries and limitations, and combines an
esteem for ancient traditions with a passion for the most contemporary and ground-breaking artistic media. Long
recognized for our successful development of Asian creative talent, we have grown to represent artists from Asia,
Europe and the US. Restlessly broadening our horizons, we continue to develop alliances and partnerships with
institutions worldwide to enable discovery of our artists in new environments.

Dr. Henrietta Tsui-Leung, co-founder of Ora-Ora, is also co-founder of the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association, which has
played a lead role in nurturing the diverse and thriving art ecosystem in the city.

About Huang Dan

Huang Dan was born in Guanxi, China, in 1979. She graduated with a BA from the Department of Traditional Chinese
Painting at Beijing’s Central Academy of Fine Arts in 2001. In 2004, she was awarded an MA from the same institution.
She lives and works in Beijing.

Huang Dan is spurred on by an impressionist instinct of stripping away extraneity, reducing colours, moods and forms
to focus on the essentials. She asserts her bold yet harmonious vision of the past, presenting forward movement from
her inspirations rather than a radical schism. Significant and recurring motifs within her works include young children,
horses and acrobats — all take part in a journey “from much, to half, to less... to none.” Her new series in gold at Art
Basel Hong Kong 2022 demonstrates her ability to take her work into new directions while still on a trajectory towards
simplicity. Recent exhibitions have included “Inspirations” (2018) and “Lagom” (2020) at Ora-Ora, Taipei Dangdai (2019)
and several exhibitions with Ora-Ora at Art Basel Hong Kong, most recently in 2022.

Media Enquiries
Isaac Wong | Ora-Ora | isaac@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735
Odetti Tse | Ora-Ora | odetti@ora-ora.com | +852 2167 8735
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